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	SAS Variable
	Description
	Comments
	Data Source(s)

	ACT_LAST_DT
	Most Recent Date of Healthcare or Benefit Activity.
	Complete Date.

ACT_LAST_DT Source Data:

PTF_LAST_DT

ENC_LAST_DT

FEE_LAST_DT

DSS_LAST_DT

CMS_LAST_DT

VBA_LAST_DT

ENR_LAST_DT  

NOTE: If the Date reported in this value is sourced from FEE BASIS (FEE_LAST_DT), it may have been derived from an incomplete source date (FEE_LAST_DT_TXT) with missing Century. 
	Derived from VA Utilization, VBA, Enrollment and CMS Data 

	ACT_LAST_DT_IND
	Numeric field indicating if the last date of Healthcare or Benefit Activity is a complete date in the source data (ACT_LAST_DT_TXT).

Incomplete DOB source: FEE_DOB_TXT.

 
	The relevant date indicator values are: Date Complete (‘1’), 

Century Missing (‘2’), 

No Last Activity Date Found (‘14’). 

ACT_LAST_DT_IND indicator values are derived from the following variables:

PTF_LAST_DT_IND

ENC_LAST_DT_IND

FEE_LAST_DT_IND

DSS_LAST_DT_IND

CMS_LAST_DT_IND

VBA_LAST_DT_IND

ENR_LAST_DT_IND

ACT_LAST_DATE_IND = ‘1’ when there is a match between the Vital Status Cohort and data source SCRSSN/DOB/SEX and a Healthcare or Benefit Activity date (ACT_LAST_DT) has been identified from the source data and is a complete date.

ACT_LAST_DATE_IND = ‘2’ when there is a match between the Vital Status Cohort and data source SCRSSN/DOB/SEX and a Healthcare or Benefit Activity date (ACT_LAST_DT) has been identified from the source data and is an incomplete date.

Note that only the FEE source data has incomplete dates.

ACT_LAST_DT_IND = ‘14’ when there is a match between the Vital Status Cohort and data source SCRSSN/DOB/SEX and a Healthcare or Benefit Activity date (ACT_LAST_DT) is not present.

NOTE:  CMS source data is matched to Vital Status Cohort on SCRSSN only (not on SCRSSN/DOB/SEX).
	Derived from VA Utilization, VBA, Enrollment and CMS Data

	ACT_LAST_DT_SRC
	Indicates the data source for ACT_LAST_DT.
	Allowable Values:

Fee = FEE BASIS

DSS = DECISION SUPPORT SYSYTEM

PTF = INPATIENT ADMISSION

ENC = OUTPAT/INPAT ENCOUNTER

VBA = VETSNET & CPMINI FILE

ENR = ENROLLMENT SYSTEM

CMS = CMS DATA
	Derived from VA Utilization, VBA, Enrollment and CMS Data

	ACT_LAST_DT_TXT
	Source text date for most recent Date of Healthcare or Benefit Activity.
	This field contains the text format of the Source date, which may be an incomplete date.  The incomplete dates are missing Century.
	VA Utilization, VBA, Enrollment, CMS Data

	BRL_DOB
	Date of Birth in the BIRLS Data
	Complete Date - Date of Birth as it appears in the Source data.
	BIRLS Data

	BRL_DOB_IND
	Numeric field indicating if the BRL_DOB field has a complete date in the source data.
	The relevant date indicator values are: Date Complete (‘1’), No Data (‘12’) and Missing (‘.’).

BRL_DOB_IND = ‘1’ when the Vital Status Cohort and BIRLS SCRSSNs match and BRL_DOB is present.

BRL_DOB_IND = ‘12’ when the Vital Status Cohort and BIRLS SCRSSNs match and BRL_DOB is not present.

BRL_DOB_IND = ‘.’ when there is no match between the Vital Status Cohort and BIRLS SCRSSNs.
	Derived from BIRLS Data

	BRL_DOD
	Date of Death in the BIRLS Data 
	Complete Date - Date of Death as it appears in the Source data.

Date of Death is present for every SCRSSN.
	BIRLS Data

	BRL_DOD_IND
	Numeric field indicating if the BRL_DOD field has a complete date in the source data.
	The relevant date indicator values are: Date Complete (‘1’), No Data (‘12’) and Missing (‘.’).

BRL_DOD_IND = ‘1’ when the Vital Status Cohort and BIRLS SCRSSNs match and BRL_DOD is present.

BRL_DOD_IND = ‘12’ when the Vital Status Cohort and BIRLS SCRSSNs match and BRL_DOD is not present.  
Note: Date of Death is always present in the BIRLS source data. 

BRL_DOD_IND = ‘.’ when there is no match between the Vital Status Cohort and BIRLS SCRSSNs.


	Derived from BIRLS Data

	BRL_FLG
	Indicates if there is a match between BIRLS SCRSSN and Vital Status Cohort SCRSSN.
	Allowable values:

0 = No

1 = Yes
	Derived from BIRLS Data

	BRL_SEX
	Indicates the Gender data that was identified in the BIRLS data. 


	Allowable values:

‘M’ = Male

‘F’ = Female

‘O’ = Other

‘U‘ = Unknown
	BIRLS Data

	CMS_DOB
	Date of Birth in the CMS Medicare Vital Status (MVS) File


	Complete Date - Date of Birth as it appears in the Source data.  

Date of Birth is always present for every SCRSSN in the MVS data.
	CMS (Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services) Medicare Vital Status (MVS) Data provided by the VHA Assistant Deputy Under Secretary for Health for Policy & Planning, Medicare Analysis Center (MAC).

	CMS_DOB_IND
	Numeric field indicating if the Medicare Vital Status (MVS) date of birth is a complete date in the source data.  
	The relevant date indicator values are: Date Complete (‘1’), No Data (‘12’) and Missing (‘.’).

CMS_DOB_IND = ‘1’ when there is a match between the Vital Status Cohort and CMS/MVS SCRSSNs and CMS_DOB is present.

CMS_DOB_IND = ‘12’ when there is a match between the Vital Status Cohort and CMS/MVS SCRSSNs and CMS_DOB is not present.  
Note:  Date of Birth is always present on the CMS/MVS data source. 

CMS_DOB_IND = ‘.’ when there is no match between the Vital Status Cohort and CMS/MVS SCRSSNs.
	Derived from CMS (Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services) Medicare Vital Status (MVS) Data provided by MAC.

	CMS_DOD
	Date of Death in the CMS Medicare Vital Status (MVS) File
	Complete Date - Date of Birth as it appears in the Source data.
	CMS (Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services) Medicare Vital Status (MVS) Data provided by MAC.

	CMS_DOD_IND
	Numeric field indicating if the MVS date of death field is a complete date in the source data.


	The relevant date indicator values are: Date Complete (‘1’), No Data (‘12’) and Missing (‘.’).

CMS_DOD_IND = ‘1’ when there is a match between the Vital Status Cohort and CMS/MVS SCRSSNs and CMS_DOD is present.

CMS_DOD_IND = ‘12’ when there is a match between the Vital Status Cohort and CMS/MVS SCRSSNs and CMS_DOD is not present.

CMS_DOD_IND = ‘.’ when there is no match between the Vital Status Cohort and CMS/MVS SCRSSNs.
	Derived from   CMS (Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services) Medicare Vital Status (MVS) Data provided by MAC.

	CMS_FLG
	Flag indicating if there is a match between the Medicare SCRSSN and the Vital Status Cohort SCRSSN. 
	Allowable values:

‘.’ - Missing

0 = No

1 = Yes

If CMS_FLG = ‘.’ then there is no match on SCRSSN between the Vital Status Cohort and the Finder File and no match on Medicare SCRSSN.


If CMS_FLG = 0 then there is a match on SCRSSN between the Vital Status Cohort and the Finder File and no match on Medicare SCRSSN. 
	Derived from CMS (Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services) Medicare Vital Status (MVS) data provided by MAC.

	CMS_IND97 - CMS_IND08
	SSN has a record in the CMS (Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services) Medicare Denominator file and the SSN was in the MAC Finder File for the corresponding calendar year of CMS data.  For the calendar years 1997 - 2008, respectively.
	Allowable values:

0 = ‘Not Submitted’ ;

1 = ‘Submitted/Not Enrolled’ ;

2 = ‘Submitted/Enrolled’  
	Derived from CMS data provided by MAC.

	CMS_LAST_DT
	Date of service on the most recent claim filed for the SSN in Medicare Claims files.  
	Complete Date - Indicates the last date of health care utilization under the Medicare system.  This date is created using all claims except unpaid Carrier claims and DME claims.  The claim date is used in determination of the last date of health care utilization for all claims except HHA claims.  The revenue center dates from the HHA claims are used in the determination of the last date of health care utilization.
	Derived from Medicare claim files (Carrier, HHA, Hospice, Inpatient, Outpatient, SNF, & MedPAR) provided by MAC.

	CMS_LAST_DT_IND
	Numeric field indicating if the CMS_LAST_DT date is a complete date in the source data.
	The relevant date indicator values are: Date Complete (‘1’), No Data (‘12’) and Missing (‘.’).

CMS_LAST_DT_IND = ‘1’ when there is a match between the Vital Status Cohort and Medicare SCRSSNs and a CMS_LAST_DT is present in Medicare Claims data obtained by the VA.

CMS_LAST_DT_IND = ‘12’ when there is a match between the Vital Status Cohort and Medicare SCRSSNs and CMS_LAST_DT is not present in Medicare Claims data obtained by the VA.

CMS_LAST_DT_IND = ‘.’ when there is no match between the Vital Status Cohort and Medicare SCRSSNs.
	Derived from Medicare last claim date in Medicare Claims files.

	CMS_RACE
	Race identified in the 2005 and 2006 (and subsequent years data) from the Medicare Vital Status File (MVS) for the SCRSSN.
	Allowable values:

'0' = 'Unknown'

'1' = 'White'

'2' = 'Black'

'3' = 'Other'

'4' = 'Asian'

'5' = 'Hispanic'

'6' = 'North American Native'
	MVS data provided by MAC.

	CMS_SEX
	Gender identified in the Medicare Vital Status File for the SCRSSN.


	Allowable values:

‘M’ = Male

‘F’ = Female

‘O’ = Other

‘U‘ = Unknown
	MVS Data provided by MAC.

	CMS_UNADJ_LAST_DT
	Date of service on the most recent claim filed for the SSN in Medicare Claims files including DME claims.  
	Complete Date - Indicates the last date of health care utilization under the Medicare system.  This date is not used to determine the ACT_LAST_DT or the UTL_LAST_DT and is created using all claims except unpaid Carrier claims.  The claim date is used in determination of the last date of health care utilization for all claims except HHA claims.  The revenue center dates from the HHA claims are used in the determination of the last date of health care utilization. 
	Derived from Medicare claim files (Carrier, HHA, Hospice, DME, Inpatient, Outpatient, SNF, & MedPAR) provided by MAC.

	CMS_UNADJ_LAST_DT_IND
	Numeric field indicating if the CMS_UNADJ_LAST_DT date is a complete date in the source data.
	The relevant date indicator values are: Date Complete (‘1’), No Data (‘12’) and Missing (‘.’).

CMS_UNADJ_LAST_DT_IND = ‘1’ when there is a match between the Vital Status Cohort and Medicare SCRSSNs and a CMS_LAST_DT is present in Medicare Claims data obtained by the VA.

CMS_UNADJ_LAST_DT_IND = ‘12’ when there is a match between the Vital Status Cohort and Medicare SCRSSNs and CMS_LAST_DT is not present in Medicare Claims data obtained by the VA.

CMS_UNADJ_LAST_DT_IND = ‘.’ when there is no match between the Vital Status Cohort and Medicare SCRSSNs.
	Derived from Medicare unadjusted last claim date in Medicare Claims files.

	CMS_VA_MATCH_IND
	Flag indicating the degree of match between the CMS Medicare Vital Status DOB and SEX and the VA Cohort DOB and SEX for a SCRSSN.  


	Compares Demographics in CMS/MVS source data with the VA Baseline Demographics Values.

Allowable values:

‘F’ = DOB and SEX match

‘P’ = Two parts of the three parts of the DOB (year, month, day) match and SEX match

‘N’ = DOB and SEX do not match

‘  ‘ = No Medicare SCRSSN match
	Derived from CMS Medicare Vital Status data provided by MAC.

	DOB
	Date of Birth in the key SCRSSN/DOB/SEX combination.
	Match Key

Complete Date

Source Data:

VBA_DOB

DSS_DOB

ENC_DOB

ENR_DOB

FEE_DOB

PTF_DOB
	VA Utilization, VBA, Enrollment Data 

	DOB_IND
	Numeric field indicating if Date of Birth (DOB) is a complete date in the source data.

Incomplete DOB sources are: VBA_DOB_TXT, ENC_DOB_TXT, FEE_DOB_TXT.
	The relevant date indicator values are: 

Date Complete (‘1’), 

Century Missing (‘2’), 

Century/Month Missing (‘3’), Century/Day Missing (‘4’), Century/Month/Day Missing (‘5’), 

4-Digit Year/Day Missing (‘8’), 

Day Missing (‘10’), 

Month/Day Missing (‘11’), 

No Data (‘12’).

DOB_IND indicator values are derived from the following variables:

VBA_DOB_IND

DSS_DOB_IND

ENC_DOB_IND

ENR_DOB_IND

FEE_DOB_IND

PTF_DOB_IND

DOB_IND = ‘1’ when the Vital Status Cohort and data source SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and DOB is a complete date.

DOB_IND = ‘2’, ‘3’, ‘4’, ‘5’, ‘8’, ‘10’, ‘11’ when the Vital Status Cohort and data source SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and DOB is not a complete date. 

DOB_IND = ‘12’ when the Vital Status Cohort and data source SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and DOB is not present.
	Derived from VA Utilization, VBA, Enrollment Data 

	DOD


	Represents Best Date of Death for a SCRSSN/DOB/SEX record.


	Complete Date

Enrollment DOD will not be considered in the determination of this date.

Date of Death is not available in the ENC and DSS source data.

Source Data:

BRL_DOD

CMS_DOD

VBA_DOD

FEE_DOD

PTF_DOD

SSA_DOD
	VA Utilization, VBA, BIRLS, SSA and CMS/MVS Data.

	DOD_IND
	Numeric field indicating if Date of Death (DOD) is a complete date in the source data.

Incomplete DOD sources are: VBA_DOD_TXT, FEE_DOD_TXT, SSA_DOD_TXT.


	The relevant date indicator values are: 

Date Complete (‘1’), 

Century Missing (‘2’), 

Century/Day Missing (‘4’), 

Day Missing (‘10’), 

No Data (‘12’).

DOD_IND indicator values are derived from the following variables:

BRL_DOD_IND

CMS_DOD_IND

VBA_DOD_IND

FEE_DOD_IND

PTF_DOD_IND

SSA_DOD_IND

DOD_IND = ‘1’ when the Vital Status Cohort and data source SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and DOD is present.

DOD_IND = ‘2’, ‘4’ and ‘10’  when the Vital Status Cohort and data source SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and DOD is not a complete date. 

DOD_IND = ‘12’ when the Vital Status Cohort and data source SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and DOD is not present.

NOTE: BIRLS, CMS, and SSA source data are matched to Vital Status Cohort SCRSSN only (not SCRSSN/DOB/SEX).
	Derived from VA Utilization, VBA, BIRLS, SSA and CMS/MVS Data.

	DOD_SRC
	Data source for Date of Death.

Date of Death from the Enrollment data will not be considered as a source to determine Date of Death. 
	Values can be:  PTF, FEE, VBA,  BRL, SSA, CMS
	Derived from VA Utilization, VBA, BIRLS, SSA and CMS/MVS Data.

	DSS_DOB
	Date of Birth in the DSS Data 
	Complete Date - Date of Birth as it appears in the Source data.
	DSS Data

	DSS_DOB_IND
	Numeric field indicating if DSS_DOB is a complete date in the source data.
	The relevant date indicator values are: Date Complete (‘1’), No Data (‘12’) and Missing (‘.’).

DSS_DOB_IND = ‘1’ when the Vital Status Cohort and DSS SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and DSS_DOB is present.

DSS_DOB_IND = ‘12’ when the Vital Status Cohort and DSS SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and DSS_DOB is not present.

DSS_DOB_IND = ‘.’ when there is no match between the Vital Status Cohort and DSS SCRSSN/DOB/SEX .
	Derived from DSS Data

	DSS_LAST_DT
	Date of the last healthcare activity identified in the DSS data.
	Complete Date
	DSS Data

	DSS_LAST_DT_IND
	Numeric field indicating if DSS_LAST_DT is a complete date in the source data.
	The relevant date indicator values are: Date Complete (‘1’), No Data (‘12’) and Missing (‘.’).

DSS_LAST_DT_IND = ‘1’ when the Vital Status Cohort and DSS SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and DSS_LAST_DT is present.

DSS_LAST_DT_IND = ‘12’ when the Vital Status Cohort and DSS SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and DSS_LAST_DT is not present. Note: There is always an activity date (DSS_LAST_DT) in the DSS source data.

DSS_LAST_DT_IND = ‘.’ when there is no match between the Vital Status Cohort and DSS SCRSSN/DOB/SEX.
	Derived from DSS Data

	DSS_SEX
	Indicates the Gender data that was identified in the DSS data. 


	Allowable values:

‘M’ = Male

‘F’ = Female

‘O’ = Other

‘U‘ = Unknown
	DSS Data

	DSS_SRC_FLG
	DSS source data SCRSSN/DOB/SEX matches Vital Status Cohort SCRSSN/DOB/SEX.
	Allowable values:

0 = No

1 = Yes
	DSS Data

	DSS_VET_FLG
	Indicates whether proof of veteran status found.
	Allowable values:

0 = No Proof of Veteran Status Found

1 = Proof of Veteran Status Found
	Derived from DSS Data

	ENC_DOB
	Date of Birth in the Ambulatory Care and/or Inpatient Encounter data.
	Complete Date - May be derived from an incomplete source date (ENC_DOB_TXT). 

Outpatient Encounter source data from 1992 - 1996 are missing Day and Month.  

Missing Day = ‘01’, 
Missing Month = ‘01’.
	Outpatient Encounter, Inpatient Encounter Data (SF and IE SAS datasets)

	ENC_DOB_IND
	Numeric field indicating if ENC_DOB_TXT is a complete date in the source data.
	The relevant date indicator values are: Date Complete (‘1’), Month/Day Missing (‘11’), No Data (‘12’) and Missing (‘.’).

ENC_DOB_IND = ‘1’ or ‘11’ when the Vital Status Cohort and ENC SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and ENC_DOB is present.

ENC_DOB_IND = ‘12’ when the Vital Status Cohort and ENC SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and ENC_DOB is not present.

Note: Date of Birth is always present in the ENC source data.

ENC_DOB_IND = ‘.’ when there is no match between the Vital Status Cohort and ENC  SCRSSN/DOB/SEX.
	Derived from Outpatient Encounter, Inpatient Encounter Data (SF and IE SAS datasets)

	ENC_DOB_TXT
	Text Date of Birth as it appears in the Outpatient/Inpatient Encounter source data.
	May contain an Incomplete Date - Outpatient Encounter source data from 1992 - 1996 are missing Day and Month.
	Outpatient Encounter, Inpatient Encounter Data (SF and IE datasets)

	ENC_LAST_DT
	Date of last healthcare utilization identified in the Outpatient and/or Inpatient Encounter data.
	Complete Date - The most recent utilization date as it appears in the Source data.
	Outpatient Encounter, Inpatient Encounter Data (SF and IE datasets)

	ENC_LAST_DT_IND
	Numeric field indicating if ENC_LAST_DT is a complete date in the source data.
	The relevant date indicator values are: Date Complete (‘1’), No Data (‘12’) and Missing (‘.’).

ENC_LAST_DT_IND = ‘1’ when the Vital Status Cohort and ENC SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and ENC_LAST_DT is present.

ENC_LAST_DT_IND = ‘12’ when the Vital Status Cohort and ENC SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and ENC_LAST_DT is not present.

Note: There is always a healthcare activity date present in the ENC source data.

ENC_LAST_DT_IND = ‘.’ when there is no match between the Vital Status Cohort and ENC  SCRSSN/DOB/SEX.
	Derived from Outpatient Encounter, Inpatient Encounter Data (SF and IE datasets)

	ENC_SEX
	Indicates the Gender data that was identified in the Outpatient and/or Inpatient Encounter data.
	Allowable values:

‘M’ = Male

‘F’ = Female

‘O’ = Other

‘U‘ = Unknown
	Outpatient Encounter, Inpatient Encounter Data (SF and IE datasets)

	ENC_SRC_FLG
	Outpatient/Inpatient Encounter source data SCRSSN/DOB/SEX matches Vital Status Cohort SCRSSN/DOB/SEX
	Allowable values:

0 = No

1 = Yes
	Derived from Outpatient Encounter, Inpatient Encounter Data (SF and IE datasets)

	ENC_VET_FLG
	Indicates whether proof of veteran status found.
	Allowable values:

0 = No Proof of Veteran Status Found

1 = Proof of Veteran Status Found


	Derived from Outpatient Encounter, Inpatient Encounter Data (SF and IE datasets)

	ENR_DOB
	Date of Birth in the Enrollment Data
	Complete Date - Date of Birth as it appears in the Source data.
	VA Enrollment Data

	ENR_DOB_IND
	Numeric field indicating if ENR_DOB is a complete date in the source data.
	The relevant date indicator values are: Date Complete (‘1’), No Data (‘12’) and Missing (‘.’).

ENR_DOB_IND = ‘1’ when the Vital Status Cohort and ENR SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and ENR_DOB is present.

ENR_DOB_IND = ‘12’ when the Vital Status Cohort and ENR SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and ENR_DOB is not present.

ENR_DOB_IND = ‘.’ when there is no match between the Vital Status Cohort and ENR  SCRSSN/DOB/SEX.
	Derived from VA Enrollment Data

	ENR_DOD
	Date of Death in the Enrollment Data
	Complete Date - Date of Death as it appears in the Source data.
	VA Enrollment Data

	ENR_DOD_IND
	Numeric field indicating if ENR_DOD is a complete date in the source data.
	The relevant date indicator values are: Date Complete (‘1’), No Data (‘12’) and Missing (‘.’).

ENR_DOD_IND = ‘1’ when the Vital Status Cohort and ENR SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and ENR_DOD is present.

ENR_DOD_IND = ‘12’ when the Vital Status Cohort and ENR SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and ENR_DOD is not present.

ENR_DOD_IND = ‘.’ when there is no match between the Vital Status Cohort and ENR  SCRSSN/DOB/SEX.
	Derived from VA Enrollment Data

	ENR_LAST_DT
	Date of last VHA enrollment activity identified in the Enrollment data.
	Complete Date

The most recent enrollment activity date as it appears in the Source data. This value is derived from the Enrollment SAS dataset variables as follows:

FY99 – FY03

ENROLDTE – enrollment date

ENAPPDTE – enrollment application date

FY04 – FY06

INENDTE – initial enrollment date

INAPDTE – initial application date


	Derived from VA Enrollment Data

	ENR_LAST_DT_IND
	Numeric field indicating if ENR_LAST is a complete date in the source data.
	The relevant date indicator values are: Date Complete (‘1’), No Data (‘12’) and Missing (‘.’).

ENR_LAST_DT_IND = ‘1’ when the Vital Status Cohort and ENR SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and ENR_LAST_DT is present.

ENR_LAST_DT_IND = ‘12’ when the Vital Status Cohort and ENR SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and ENR_LAST_DT is not present.

ENR_LAST_DT_IND = ‘.’ when there is no match between the Vital Status Cohort and ENR  SCRSSN/DOB/SEX.
	Derived from VA Enrollment Data

	ENR_SEX
	Indicates the Gender data that was identified in the Enrollment Data.


	Allowable values:

‘M’ = Male

‘F’ = Female

‘O’ = Other

‘U‘ = Unknown
	VA Enrollment Data

	ENR_SRC_FLG
	Enrollment source data SCRSSN/DOB/SEX matches Vital Status Cohort SCRSSN/DOB/SEX
	Allowable values:

0 = No

1 = Yes
	Derived from VA Enrollment Data

	ENR_VET_FLG
	Indicates whether proof of veteran status found.
	Allowable values:

0 = No Proof of Veteran Status Found

1 = Proof of Veteran Status Found
	Derived from VA Enrollment Data

	FEE_DOB
	Date of Birth in the Fee Data 
	Complete Date.  The date in this variable may be a derived date resulting from missing values in the source text date data (FEE_DOB_TXT).  
	Derived from Fee Basis Data

	FEE_DOB_IND
	Numeric field indicating if FEE_DOB_TXT is a complete date in the source data.
	The relevant date indicator values are: Date Complete (‘1’), Century Missing (‘2’), Century/Month Missing (‘3’), Century/Day Missing (‘4’), Century/Month/Day Missing (‘5’), Month Missing (‘9’), Day Missing (‘10’), Month/Day Missing (‘11’), No Data (‘12’) and Missing (‘.’).

FEE_DOB_IND = ‘1’, ‘2’, ‘3’, ‘4’, ‘5’, ‘9’, ‘10’, ‘11’ when the Vital Status Cohort and FEE SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and FEE_DOB is present.

FEE_DOB_IND = ‘12’ when the Vital Status Cohort and FEE SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and FEE_DOB is not present.

FEE_DOB_IND = ‘.’ when there is no match between the Vital Status Cohort and FEE  SCRSSN/DOB/SEX.
	Derived from Fee Basis Data

	FEE_DOB_TXT
	Source text Date of Birth in the FEE Data 
	Incomplete Date - some dates are missing Century, Century/Month Century/Day or Century/Month/Day.  Other Dates may be missing Month and/or Day.
	Fee Basis Data

	FEE_DOD
	Source text Date of Death in the FEE Data 
	Complete Date.  The date in this variable may be a derived date resulting from missing values in the source text date data (FEE_DOD_TXT).  
	Derived from Fee Basis Data

	FEE_DOD_IND
	Numeric field indicating if FEE_DOD_TXT is a complete date in the source data.
	The relevant date indicator values are: Date Complete (‘1’), Century Missing (‘2’), Century/Day Missing (‘4’), Day Missing (‘10’), No Data (‘12’) and Missing (‘.’).

FEE_DOD_IND = ‘1’, ‘2’, ‘4’, ‘10’ when the Vital Status Cohort and FEE SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and FEE_DOD is present.

FEE_DOD_IND = ‘12’ when the Vital Status Cohort and FEE SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and FEE_DOD is not present.

FEE_DOD_IND = ‘.’ when there is no match between the Vital Status Cohort and FEE  SCRSSN/DOB/SEX.
	Derived from Fee Basis Data

	FEE_DOD_TXT
	Source text Date of Death in the FEE Data 
	Incomplete Date - some dates are missing Century or Century/Day.  Other Dates may be missing Day.
	Fee Basis Data

	FEE_LAST_DT
	Most recent date of Healthcare utilization in the Fee Basis source data 
	Complete Date - Derived from incomplete source data (FEE_LAST_DT_TXT). Missing Century in source data was substituted with a ‘19’ and is included in the date value reported for this variable.
	Derived from Fee Basis Data

	FEE_LAST_DT_IND
	Numeric field indicating if FEE_LAST_DT_TXT is a complete date in the source data.
	The relevant date indicator values are: Date Complete (‘1’), Century Missing (‘2’), No Data (‘12’) and Missing (‘.’).

FEE_LAST_DT_IND = ‘1’, ‘2’, when the Vital Status Cohort and FEE SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and FEE_LAST_DT is present.

FEE_LAST_DT_IND = ‘12’ when the Vital Status Cohort and FEE SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and FEE_LAST_DT is not present.

FEE_LAST_DT_IND = ‘.’ when there is no match between the Vital Status Cohort and FEE SCRSSN/DOB/SEX.
	Derived from Fee Basis Data

	FEE_LAST_DT_TXT
	Source Text Date for most recent Healthcare utilization Date from Fee Basis source data 
	May be an incomplete date. The FY92 - FY96 source file dates are missing Century.
	Fee Basis Data

	FEE_SEX
	Indicates the Gender data that was identified in the FEE data. 
	Allowable values:

‘M’ = Male

‘F’ = Female

‘O’ = Other

‘U‘ = Unknown
	Fee Basis Data

	FEE_SRC_FLG
	FEE source data SCRSSN/DOB/SEX matches Vital Status Cohort SCRSSN/DOB/SEX
	Allowable values:

0 = No

1 = Yes 

NOTE: Many FEE records have incomplete SCRSSN/DOB/SEX keys and may be missing SEX and/or DOB. 
	Derived from Fee Basis Data

	FEE_VET_FLG
	Indicates whether proof of veteran status found.
	Allowable values:

0 = No Proof of Veteran Status Found

1 = Proof of Veteran Status Found

All Fee Basis source records are assumed to belong to a veteran. Therefore, for FEE Basis source data the FEE_VET_FLG is defaulted to 1.
	Derived from Fee Basis Data

	LIVING_IND
	Presumed Living Indicator based on the Date of Death and the Last Date of Healthcare Utilization Activity.
	Allowed Values:

If there is a Date of Death recorded for the SCRSSN, then the Living Indicator is set to:
0 = Presumed Dead. 

Otherwise,  if there is no Date of Death for a SCRSSN, then the Living Indicator is set to: 
1 = Presumed Alive.

If the UTL_LAST_DT Date occurs more than 31 days after the Date of Death, the Living Indicator is set to:
2 = Death Date Found/Use After Death.  
	VA Utilization, VBA, Enrollment Data and BIRLS, SSA, MVS Data.

	PTF_DOB
	Date of Birth in the

PTF Data 
	Complete Date - Date of Birth as it appears in the Source data. 
	PTF & Census Data

	PTF_DOB_IND
	Numeric field indicating if PTF_DOB is a complete date in the source data.
	The relevant date indicator values are: Date Complete (‘1’), No Data (‘12’) and Missing (‘.’).

PTF_DOB_IND = ‘1’ when the Vital Status Cohort and PTF SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and PTF_DOB is present.

PTF_DOB_IND = ‘12’ when the Vital Status Cohort and PTF SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and PTF_DOB is not present.

Note:  PTF Source data always has  a date of birth, therefore, 
PTF_DOB_IND = 12 is not in the Vital Status File. 

PTF_DOB_IND = ‘.’ when there is no match between the Vital Status Cohort and PTF  SCRSSN/DOB/SEX.
	Derived from PTF & Census Data

	PTF_DOD
	Date of Death in the PTF Data
	Complete Date - Date of Death as it appears in the Source data.
	PTF & Census Data

	PTF_DOD_IND
	Numeric field indicating if PTF_DOD is a complete date in the source data.
	The relevant date indicator values are: Date Complete (‘1’), No Data (‘12’) and Missing (‘.’).

PTF_DOD_IND = ‘1’ when the Vital Status Cohort and PTF SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and PTF_DOD is present.

PTF_DOD_IND = ‘12’ when the Vital Status Cohort and PTF SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and PTF_DOD is not present.

PTF_DOD_IND = ‘.’ when there is no match between the Vital Status Cohort and PTF  SCRSSN/DOB/SEX.
	Derived from PTF & Census Data

	PTF_LAST_DT
	Date of last healthcare utilization identified in the PTF and/or Census data.
	Complete Date - The most recent utilization date as it appears in the Source data.
	PTF & Census Data 

	PTF_LAST_DT_IND
	Numeric field indicating if PTF_LAST_DT is a complete date.
	The relevant date indicator values are: Date Complete (‘1’), No Data (‘12’) and Missing (‘.’).

PTF_LAST_DT_IND = ‘1’ when the Vital Status Cohort and PTF SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and PTF_LAST_DT is present.

PTF_LAST_DT_IND = ‘12’ when the Vital Status Cohort and PTF SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and PTF_LAST_DT is not present.

Note:  PTF Source data always has  a date of healthcare utilization, therefore, PTF_LAST_DT_IND = 12 is not in the Vital Status File. 

PTF_LAST_DT_IND = ‘.’ when there is no match between the Vital Status Cohort and PTF  SCRSSN/DOB/SEX.
	Derived from PTF & Census Data

	PTF_SEX
	Indicates the Gender data that was identified in the PTF and/or Census Data.


	Allowable values:

‘M’ = Male

‘F’ = Female

‘O’ = Other

‘U‘ = Unknown
	PTF & Census Data

	PTF_SRC_FLG
	PTF source data SCRSSN/DOB/SEX matches Vital Status Cohort SCRSSN/DOB/SEX
	Allowable values:

0 = No

1 = Yes
	PTF & Census Data

	PTF_VET_FLG
	Indicates whether proof of veteran status found.
	Allowable values:

0 = No Proof of Veteran Status Found

1 = Proof of Veteran Status Found
	Derived from PTF & Census Data

	SCORE
	This value is determined by an algorithm.  The algorithm is based on the logical process of determining precedence between the data sources to determine best date of birth. It assigns a ranking, or score to the SCRSSN/DOB/SEX by utilizing a count of the internal data sources the SCRSSN/DOB/SEX occurs in (SOURCE_CNT). In addition, each data source and the validity of the DOB from that source are used to determine SCORE.  The value of SEX and whether the record contains the most recent activity date are also used to calculate the final value of SCORE. The SCORE value will be used to determine the best DOB in the VA Vital Status Mini File in the case where multiple records exist for a SCRSSN. 
	Derived in the Vital Status Master File SAS code.


	Derived from VA Utilization, VBA, and Enrollment Data.

	SCRSSN
	Scrambled SSN
	Match Key in SCRSSN/DOB/SEX
	VA Utilization, VBA, Enrollment Data

	SEX
	Gender


	Match Key in SCRSSN/DOB/SEX
‘M’ = Male

‘F’ = Female

‘U’ = Unknown/Found In Source

‘N‘ = Not Found In Source
	VA Utilization, VBA, Enrollment Data 

	SOURCE_CNT


	Number of sources the SSN/DOB/SEX combination was found in the VA data.  There are six possible sources:   PTF, ENC, FEE, DSS, Compensation and Pension, and Enrollment data.  Thus, the maximum value of SOURCE_CNT is 6.  
	The allowable values for this field may range from 1 to 6.
	Derived from VA  Utilization, VBA, Enrollment Data



	SSA_DOB
	Date of Birth in the SSA Data 
	Complete Date - May be derived from incomplete date in the source text data (SSA_DOB_TXT).   Missing Day is reported as ‘01’, missing Month is reported as ‘01’.  
	Derived from SSA Source Data

	SSA_DOB_IND
	Numeric field indicating if SSA_DOB_TXT is a complete date in the source data.
	The relevant date indicator values are: Date Complete (‘1’), Month Missing (‘9’), Day Missing (‘10’), Month/Day Missing (‘11’), No Data (‘12’) and Missing (‘.’).

SSA_DOB_IND = ‘1’, ‘9’, ‘10’, ‘11’ when there is a match between the Vital Status Cohort and SSA SCRSSNs and SSA_DOB is present.

SSA_DOB_IND = ‘12’ when there is a match between the Vital Status Cohort and SSA SCRSSNs and SSA_DOB is not present.

Note: Date of Birth is always present in the SSA source data. 

SSA_DOB_IND = ‘.’ when there is no match between the Vital Status Cohort and SSA SCRSSNs.
	Derived from SSA Data

	SSA_DOB_TXT
	Source text Date of Birth in the SSA Data
	May be an incomplete date. This field contains the Source date, which is in text format and may be missing Day and/or Month.
	SSA Data

	SSA_DOD
	Date of Death in the SSA Data
	Complete Date - The date in this field is derived from the source text data (SSA_DOD_TXT) and may be missing Day.   Missing Day is reported as ‘01’.  
	Derived from SSA Source Data

	SSA_DOD_IND
	Numeric field indicating if SSA_DOD_TXT is a complete date in the source data.
	The relevant date indicator values are: Date Complete (‘1’), Day Missing (‘10’), No Data (‘12’) and Missing (‘.’).

SSA_DOD_IND = ‘1’, ‘10’ when there is a match between the Vital Status Cohort and SSA SCRSSNs and SSA_DOD is present.

SSA_DOD_IND = ‘12’ when there is a match between the Vital Status Cohort and SSA SCRSSNs and SSA_DOD is not present.

Note: Date of Death is always present in the SSA source data.

SSA_DOD_IND = ‘.’ when there is no match between the Vital Status Cohort and SSA SCRSSNs.
	Derived from SSA Data

	SSA_DOD_TXT
	Source text Date of Death in the SSA Data
	May be an incomplete date.  Some source text data are missing Day.
	SSA Data

	SSA_FLG
	Indicates if there is a match between SSA SCRSSN and Vital Status Cohort SCRSSN.
	Allowable values:

0 = No

1 = Yes
	Derived from SSA Data 

	USE_AFTER_DTH_FLG
	Indicates Use After Death, based on the Date of Death and the Last Date of Healthcare Utilization Activity.
	Values will be:

0 = No

1 = Yes

Calculation of this value is based on whether the last date of healthcare utilization (UTL_LAST_DT) occurs more than 31 days after the Date of Death (DOD). 

Last Use Date data from the VBAand Enrollment source files are not included in this calculation because the Activity Dates from these sources are based on Benefit Activity and not on Healthcare Utilization Activity.
	Derived from VA Utilization and CMS Last Use Date Data

	UTL_LAST_DT
	Last Date of Healthcare Utilization Activity - most recent date from the healthcare data sources.


	Complete Date.

UTL_LAST_DT Source Data:

PTF_LAST_DT

ENC_LAST_DT

FEE_LAST_DT

DSS_LAST_DT

CMS_LAST_DT

If the Date reported in this value is sourced from FEE (FEE_LAST_DT), it may have been derived from an incomplete source date (FEE_LAST_DT_TXT) with missing Century. 
	Derived from VA Utilization Data (PTF, Census, FEE, ENC, DSS) and CMS data.

	UTL_LAST_DT_IND
	Numeric field indicating if UTL_LAST_DT_TXT is a complete date in the source data.


	The relevant date indicator values are: Date Complete (‘1’), Century Missing (‘2’), and No Utilization Date Found (‘13’).

UTL_LAST_DT_IND indicator values are derived from the following variables:

PTF_LAST_DT_IND

ENC_LAST_DT_IND

FEE_LAST_DT_IND

DSS_LAST_DT_IND

CMS_LAST_DT_IND

UTL_LAST_DT_IND = ‘1’ when there is a match between the Vital Status Cohort and data source SCRSSN/DOB/SEX and a healthcare utilization date (UTL_LAST_DT) has been identified from source data and is a complete date.

UTL_LAST_DT_IND = ‘2’ when there is a match between the Vital Status Cohort and data source SCRSSN/DOB/SEX and a healthcare utilization date (UTL_LAST_DT) has been identified from source data and is an incomplete date.

Note that only the FEE source data has incomplete dates.

UTL_LAST_DT_IND = ‘13’ when there is a match between the Vital Status Cohort and data source SCRSSN/DOB/SEX and a healthcare utilization date (UTL_LAST_DT) is not present.
	Derived from VA Utilization Data (PTF, Census, FEE, ENC, DSS)  and CMS data.

	UTL_LAST_DT_SRC
	Indicates the specific UTL_LAST_DT data source. 
	Allowable values:

FEE = FEE BASIS

DSS = DECISION SUPPORT SYSYTEM

PTF = INPATIENT ADMISSION

ENC = OUTPAT/INPAT ENCOUNTER

CMS = MEDICARE
	Derived from VA Utilization Data (PTF, Census, FEE, ENC, DSS)  and CMS data.

	UTL_LAST_DT_TXT
	Last Date of Healthcare Utilization Activity text date in the source file.
	May be an incomplete date. If the source file is FEE the text date may be missing Century.
	VA Utilization Data (PTF, Census, FEE, ENC, DSS)  and CMS data.

	VBA_DOB
	Date of Birth in the Compensation and Pension Data
	If the Compensation and Pension source is the CPMINI File:

Complete Date - derived from incomplete source dates (VBA_DOB_TXT). Missing Century is derived using an algorithm and is included in the date value reported in this variable. Missing Day is reported as ‘01’, Missing Month is reported as ‘01’.
If the Compensation and Pension source is the VETSNET File:

Complete Date - Date of Birth as it appears in the Source data.
	Derived from Compensation & Pension Data

	VBA_DOB_IND
	Numeric field indicating if VBA_DOB_TXT is a complete date in the source data.
	The relevant values for VBA_DOB_IND are: Date Complete (‘1’), Century/Day Missing (‘4’), Century/Month/Day Missing (‘5’), 4-Digit Year/Day Missing (‘8’), No Data (‘12’) and Missing (‘.’).

If the Compensation and Pension source is the CPMINI File:

VBA_DOB_IND = ‘4’, ‘5’, ‘8’ when the Vital Status Cohort and CPMINI  SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and VBA_DOB_TXT is present (always an incomplete date).

VBA_DOB_IND = ‘12’ when the Vital Status Cohort and CPMINI SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and VBA_DOB_TXT is not present.

VBA_DOB_IND = ‘.’ when there is no match between the Vital Status Cohort and CPMINI SCRSSN/DOB/SEX.
If the Compensation and Pension source is the VETSNET File:

VBA_DOB_IND = ‘1’ when the Vital Status Cohort and VBA SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and VBA_DOB is present.

VBA_DOB_IND = ‘12’ when the Vital Status Cohort and VBA SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and VBA_DOB is not present.

VBA_DOB_IND = ‘.’ when there is no match between the Vital Status Cohort and VBA  SCRSSN/DOB/SEX.
	Derived from Compensation & Pension Data

	VBA_DOB_TXT
	Source Text Date for DOB from Compensation and Pension Data 
	Only populated if the Compensation and Pension source is the CPMINI File.

Incomplete Date - all dates are missing Century and Day.  Some dates are also missing Month or are missing a 4-digit Year and Day.
	Compensation & Pension Data

	VBA_FILE_ID
	Field indicating if the source of the Compensation & Pension Data is the VETSNET File or the CPMINI File.
	‘C’ – Source of Compensation & Pension Data is the CPMINI File.

‘V’ – Source of the Compensation & Pension Data is the VETSNET File.
	

	VBA_LAST_DT
	Date of the last receipt of Compensation or Pension award found in the VBA data.
	If the Compensation and Pension source is the CPMINI File:

Complete Date - Derived from incomplete source data.  Missing Century is derived using an algorithm and is included in the date reported in this variable.
If the Compensation and Pension source is the VETSNET File:

Complete date.  The date of the last payment of the award.
	Derived from Compensation & Pension Data

	VBA_LAST_DT_IND
	Numeric field indicating if VBA_DOB is a complete date in the source data.
	The relevant date indicator values are: Date Complete (‘1’), Century Missing (‘2’), No Data (‘12’), and Missing (‘.’).

If the Compensation and Pension source is the CPMINI File:

VBA_LAST_DT_IND = ‘2’ when the Vital Status and VBA SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and VBA_LAST_DT_TXT is present (always an incomplete date).

VBA_LAST_DT_IND = ‘12’ when the Vital Status and VBA SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and VBA_LAST_DT_TXT is not present.  
VBA_LAST_DT_IND = ‘.’ when there is no match between the Vital Status and VBA SCRSSN/DOB/SEX.
If the Compensation and Pension source is the VETSNET File:

VBA_LAST_DT_IND = ‘1’ when the Vital Status Cohort and VBA SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and VBA_LAST_DT is present.

VBA_LAST_DT_IND = ‘12’ when the Vital Status Cohort and VBA SCRSSN/DOB/SEX are the same and VBA_LAST_DT is not present.

VBA_LAST_DT_IND = ‘.’ when there is no match between the Vital Status Cohort and VBA SCRSSN/DOB/SEX.
	Derived from the Compensation & Pension Data

	VBA_LAST_DT_TXT
	Source Text Date for most recent Compensation & Pension award date. 
	Only populated if the Compensation and Pension source is the CPMINI File.

Incomplete Date - all dates are missing Century.
	Compensation & Pension Data

	VBA_SEX
	Indicates the Gender data that was identified in the Compensation & Pension Data.


	Allowable values:

‘M’ = Male

‘F’ = Female

‘O’ = Other

‘U‘ = Unknown
	Compensation & Pension Data

	VBA_SRC_FLG
	Compensation and Pension Data SCRSSN/DOB/SEX matches Vital Status Cohort SCRSSN/DOB/SEX 
	Allowable values:

0 = No

1 = Yes
	Derived from Compensation & Pension Data

	VBA_VET_FLG
	Indicates whether proof of veteran status found.
	Allowable values:

0 = No Proof of Veteran Status Found

1 = Proof of Veteran Status Found

All CPMINI and VETSNET source records belong to a veteran. Therefore, the VBA_VET_FLG is defaulted to 1.
	Derived from the Compensation & Pension Data 

	VET_FLG 


	Indicates if proof of veteran status found.
	Allowable values:

0 = No Proof of Veteran Status Found

1 = Proof of Veteran Status Found
	Derived from VA Utilization, VBA, Enrollment Data
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