
PRIMARY PAYER DATASET 
 
 
FULL NAME:  BENEFICIARY PRIMARY PAYER CODE 
SAS ALIAS:  PPCD 
DESCRIPTION: 

A CODE THAT INDICATES WHICH OTHER FEDERAL PROGRAMS OR INSURANCE SOURCES ARE 
REQUIRED BY LAW TO PAY THEIR SHARE OF A MEDICARE BENEFICIARY'S MEDICAL CLAIMS 
BEFORE CMS FUNDS CAN BE USED.  THESE INSURANCE SOURCES ARE CALLED 'PRIMARY PAYERS'.  
WHEN A BENEFICIARY HAS A PRIMARY PAYER, CMS BECOMES THE 'SECONDARY PAYER' OF 
MEDICARE CLAIMS. 

CODES: 
A = WORKING AGED BENE/SPOUSE WITH AN EMPLOYER GROUP HEALTH PLAN (EGHP) 
B = END STAGE RENAL DISEASE (ESRD) BENEFICIARY IN THE 36 MONTH COORDINATION PERIOD 

WITH AN EMPLOYER GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
C = CONDITIONAL PAYMENT BY MEDICARE; FUTURE REIMBURSEMENT EXPECTED 
D = AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE AND NO FAULT 
E = WORKERS' COMPENSATION 
F = PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE OR OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY (OTHER THAN DEPT. OF VETERANS 

AFFAIRS) 
G = WORKING DISABLED 
H = BLACK LUNG 
I = DEPT. OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
L = LIABILITY INSURANCE 
1 = POTENTIAL WORKERS' COMPENSATION 
2 = POTENTIAL BLACK LUNG 
3 = POTENTIAL DEPT. OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

 
FULL NAME:  BENEFICIARY PRIMARY PAYER ENTITLEMENT END DATE 
SAS ALIAS:  PPEND 
DESCRIPTION: 

THE DATE THAT INDICATES THE LAST DAY OF COVERAGE BY A PARTICULAR PRIMARY PAYER.  
PRIMARY PAYERS ARE FEDERAL PROGRAMS OR INSURANCE AGENCIES WHO ARE REQUIRED BY LAW 
TO PAY THEIR SHARE OF A MEDICARE BENEFICIARY'S MEDICAL CLAIMS BEFORE CMS FUNDS CAN 
BE USED. 

 
FULL NAME:  BENEFICIARY PRIMARY PAYER ENTITLEMENT START DATE 
SAS ALIAS:  PPBEG 
DESCRIPTION: 

THE DATE THAT INDICATES THE FIRST DAY OF COVERAGE BY A PARTICULAR PRIMARY PAYER.  
PRIMARY PAYERS ARE FEDERAL PROGRAMS OR INSURANCE AGENCIES WHO ARE REQUIRED BY LAW 
TO PAY THEIR SHARE OF A MEDICARE BENEFICIARY'S MEDICAL CLAIMS BEFORE CMS FUNDS CAN 
BE USED.  SEE BENE_PRMRY_PYR_CD FOR A LIST OF PRIMARY PAYERS. 

 
FULL NAME:  BENEFICIARY PRIMARY PAYER PROCESSING DATE 
SAS ALIAS:  PPPRC 
DESCRIPTION: 

DATE THAT THE CWF-PROVIDED PRIMARY PAYER INFORMATION WAS WRITTEN TO THE EDB. 
 
FULL NAME:  BENEFICIARY PRIMARY PAYER SOURCE CODE 
SAS ALIAS:  PPSRC 
DESCRIPTION: 

A CODE THAT INDICATES THE SOURCE OF THE PRIMARY PAYER INFORMATION. (THIS ALSO IS 
KNOWN AS MEDICARE SECONDARY PAYER (MSP) INFORMATION.)  CMS HAS GOOD SOURCES FOR 
OBTAINING INITIAL MSP DATA.  FOR EXAMPLE, MSP DATA IS OBTAINED FROM THE MEDICARE 
BENEFICIARIES' INITIAL ENROLLMENT QUESTIONNAIRE AND FROM A CMS-IRS DATA MATCH.  
HOWEVER, NO PROCESS IS IN PLACE TO INSURE THAT MSP DATA IS UPDATED ON A TIMELY 
BASIS.  IN SOME CASES, MSP UPDATES (I.E.,TERMINATIONS) MAY NOT OCCUR AT THE CWF 
SITES UNLESS A COMPLAINT IS FILED ABOUT A MEDICARE CLAIM THAT HAS NOT BEEN PAID 
CORRECTLY.  GROUP HEALTH PLANS ARE INTERESTED MSP DATA BECAUSE IT AFFECTS THEIR 
MEDICARE REIMBURSEMENT RATES FOR THE WORKING AGED POPULATION. 

CODES: 
11100 = COORDINATION OF BENEFITS (COB) CONTRACTOR 



11101 = INITIAL ENROLLMENT QUESTIONNAIRE (WAS 99999) 
11102 = IRS/SSA/CMS DATA MATCH        (WAS 77777) 
11103 = HMO RATE CELL                 (WAS 55555) 
11104 = LITIGATION SETTLEMENT         (WAS 33333) 
11105 = EMPLOYER VOLUNTARY REPORTING  (WAS 88888) 
11106 = INSURER VOLUNTARY REPORTING   (WAS 88888) 
11107 = FIRST CLAIM DEVELOPMENT 
11108 = TRAUMA CLAIM DEVELOPMENT 
11109 = SECONDARY CLAIM INVESTIGATION 
11110 = SELF REPORTS 
11111 = 411.25  (MANUAL REFERENCE) 
ANY OTHER 5 DIGIT NUMBER IS A MEDICARE CONTRACTOR NUMBER. 

 
 
Definitions taken from the Medicare Enrollment Database Data Dictionary (Version 6.2), 
May 2008. 
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