
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

About the DIB 

The Data Issues Brief (DIB) is VIReC’s monthly publication that informs VA researchers on current news or 
updates regarding health data, databases, and medical informatics. 

VIReC Updates  

Select Variable Frequencies: DSS National Data Extracts  

VIReC’s Select Variable Frequencies: VHA Decision Support System 
(DSS) National Data Extracts Datasets, FY 2004 – 2010 contains record 
level frequency counts for select variables in the DSS Laboratory (LAB), 
Laboratory Results (LAR), Pharmacy (PHA), and Radiology (RAD) 
datasets from fiscal year (FY) 2004 – 2010.   
 
Available on VIReC’s website: www.virec.research.va.gov. 
 
Unique Patient-Level Frequencies: DSS National Data Extracts 

VIReC’s Unique Patient-Level Frequencies for VHA DSS National Data 
Extracts contain patient-level frequency counts for select variables in 
FY07 – 10 clinical NDEs including: 

• LAB: IPNUM (Intermediate product number ); VISN  
• LAR: DSSLARNO (DSS result ID); VISN  
• PHA: VA_CLASS (VA drug class); VISN 
• RAD: RAD_CPT (Radiology CPT code); VISN 

 
Available on VIReC’s website: www.virec.research.va.gov. 

Data and Information Systems 

Facility-Level CMS Data Now Available 

VIReC has made available facility-level data from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).  
These public use data may be accessed and downloaded by anyone behind the VA firewall.  The data, 
available as SAS datasets, include:  

• Facility files to be used in conjunction with MDS (Minimum Data Set) and OASIS (Outcome and 
Assessment Information Set) data from CMS 

• Provider of Services file, which contains characteristics of institutional providers 
 
The datasets and associated documentation are available from a public use folder on the VA Network.  
Questions about this facility-level data may be directed to the VIReC Help Desk (virec@va.gov).  
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FY2012 Q1 DCG Data Available at AITC 

FY2012 Q1 Diagnostic Code Group (DCG) data are now available on the Austin Information Technology 
Center (AITC) mainframe (RMTPRD.MED.DCG.RISK.SMART231.FY12Q1).   
 
VIReC’s September 2010 Data Issue Brief provides additional information on DCG 
data: www.virec.research.va.gov/References/DataIssuesBrief/2010/DIB-1009er.pdf. 
 
Contact Mei-Ling Shen (Mei-ling.shen@va.gov) at VSSC for more information about these data. 
 
CDW Update 

The Corporate Data Warehouse’s (CDW) Best Practices to Query the Data Warehouse is a useful tool for 
using CDW data.  This guide includes: 

• An approach for querying the Data Warehouse (DW) databases 
• Guidance on writing queries 
• Concept definitions that are helpful when communicating with staff who create data extracts for 

researchers and definitions of CDW-specific data elements (i.e., PatientSID)   
 
Visit the “MetaData” page on CDW’s SharePoint site to access this guide. 

Education 

VIReC Cyber Seminars 

Clinical Informatics Cyber Seminars 

Date February 21, 2012 12pm Eastern 

Title Evaluation of Multisite E-learning Training for VA Mental Health Providers within the 
CAMS Study 

Presenters Elizabeth Marshall, MD, MBA and Janet York, PhD, PMHCS-BS, FAAN, Ralph H. 
Johnson VA Medical Center 

Recently 
Archived 

Discrete Event Simulation for Process Improvement:  Emergency Department Flow 

 
Database and Methods Cyber Seminar Series 

Date February 6, 2012 1pm Eastern 

Title Measuring Veterans Health Services Use in VA and Medicare (Part 2) 

Presenter Denise M. Hynes, RN, MPH, PhD, Edward Hines, Jr. VA Hospital 

Recently 
Archived 

Measuring Veterans Health Services Use in VA and Medicare (Part 1) 

 
Register for a seminar or access archived presentations on VIReC’s website: www.virec.research.va.gov.   
 
E-mail questions to VIReC’s Cyber Seminar Coordinator, Margaret Browning, 
at Margaret.Browning@va.gov. 
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Join the Listserv 
Visit VIReC’s Intranet site to 

subscribe to the listserv.  
 

  

Conferences & Calls for Abstracts 

2012 AMIA Annual Symposium: Call for Proposals Open until March 15 

The American Medical Informatics Association (AMIA) will hold its Annual Symposium this year in Chicago, 
IL, from November 3 – 7.  The call for proposals is open until March 15, 2012.  
 
Visit the AMIA Web site for details regarding proposal submission: www.amia.org/amia2012. 

HSRData-L Listserv 

Recent Topics 

The HSRData-L Listserv is a forum for VA researchers and data users to 
exchange information, ideas, questions, and answers about VA data 
and informatics.  December’s subject lines included:  

• Flu missingness of dxlsf on inpatient fee basis files 
• Combat or trauma variable 

 
VIReC maintains the HSRData-L Listserv, which is available to researchers and data users with a “va.gov” e-
mail address.  Archived discussions are available on the HSRData-L Listserv Intranet site. 
 

 
 

This newsletter is provided by the VA Information Resource Center (VIReC). 
 
Subscriptions 
To subscribe or unsubscribe from this newsletter, e-mail virec@va.gov. 
 
Suggested Citation 
VA Information Resource Center. VIReC Data Issues Brief (January 2012). U.S. 
Dept. of Veterans Affairs, Health Services Research and Development Service,  
VA Information Resource Center. 
 
 

VA Information Resource Center 
Edward Hines, Jr. VA Hospital 

Routing mail code: 151V 
5000 South 5th Avenue 

Hines, IL 60141-5000 
virec@va.gov 

www.virec.research.va.gov 
VIReC is supported by HSR&D grant SDR 98-004. 
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