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1. Data Investigation: Vital Status File Date of Birth (DOB) and Sex Quality Review
VIReC's Data Investigation: Vital Status File Date of Birth (DOB) and Sex Quality Review assessed the
consistency and accuracy of date of birth (DOB) and sex data in the Vital Status File.

To access Data Investigation: Vital Status File Date of Birth (DOB) and Sex Quality Review visit the VIReC
website at http://www.virec.research.va.gov/DataSourcesCategory/DataQuality/DOBsex-DQI.pdf.


http://www.virec.research.va.gov/References/DataIssuesBrief/DIB.htm
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/DataSourcesCategory/DataQuality/DOBsex-DQI.pdf

DATA AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS

2. Subject Matter Experts Needed for the Corporate Data Warehouse (CDW)

The VHA Data Stewardship Program is looking for Subject Matter Experts to serve on Domain Action Teams
for future CDW data domains. The Domain Action Teams will determine which VistA data elements should
be included in the CDW for their domain, draft descriptions of data use cases, and identify business rules.
Domains currently under construction are Purchased Care (Fee) and Lab (Micro). Current domain status and
candidate domains can be seen on the CDW Metadata SharePoint site.

Interested researchers should contact Mark Love, the Data Quality Program’s Data Stewardship Program
Manager, at Mark.Love@va.gov.

3. Corporate Data Warehouse Update (CDW)

Prior to completing their Data Access Request Tracker (DART) application requesting CDW data, researchers
are encouraged to go the CDW SharePoint site. This site contains CDW specific information that is required
in the DART application, such as definitions and other dimensions of metadata. Researchers can access this
information by visiting the CDW SharePoint Site and clicking on MetaData in the horizontal toolbar.

4. Launch of VINCI Workspace

The VA Informatics and Computing Infrastructure (VINCI) recently announced the public launching of its
VINCI Workspace. VINCI has made many changes since first opening the workspace for testing. As part of
its public launch, VINCI is presenting the cyber seminar, Data Access - Rules and regulations and the Data
Access Request Tracking system (DART) workflow application, on Thursday, September 29, 12 pm ET.

Researchers may visit the HSR&D website to register for the upcoming VINCI Cyber Seminar
at http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for researchers/cyber seminars/catalog-upcoming.cfm.

For more information about VINCI, visit the VINCI Intranet site.

5. Corporate Database Monograph, 2011

The VHA's Office of Health Information, National Data Systems (NDS) has published the 2011 version of
Veterans Health Administration Corporate Databases Monograph. This monograph provides researchers with
a catalog of national databases and the business functions these databases support. It provides an overview of
each database, lists a few salient features, and provides a table containing significant attributes about the
database.

To access corporate monographs, visit the NDS website.

6. 2010 National Survey of Veterans

The National Center for Veterans Analysis and Statistics (NCVAS) has released their national survey of
Veterans, National Survey of Veterans, Active Duty Service Members, Activated National Guard and Reserve

Members, Family Members and Survivors.

To access this report visit the National Center for Veterans Analysis and Statistics (NCVAS) website.
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EDUCATION

7. VIReC Clinical Informatics Cyber Seminar Series
Upcoming Cyber Seminars

Improving Health Care Beyond the Clinic with the Help of Peers and Pixels
October 18, 12pm Eastern
Michele Heisler, MD, MPA

Michele Heisler is a Research Scientist at the Center for Clinical Management Research, Ann Arbor VA
HSR&D Center of Excellence and Associate Professor of Internal Medicine and Health Behavior and
Health Education; Co-Director for the Robert Wood Johnson Clinical Scholars Program; and Associate
Director for Global REACH University of Michigan.

Recently Archived Presentations

Characteristics of Health IT that Aid Workflow and Patient Care

Researchers may visit VIReC’s website to register for a seminar or to access archived presentations
at http://www.virec.research.va.gov/EducationResources/Seminars/Cyberseminars.htm.

E-mail questions to VIReC’s Cyber Seminar Coordinator, Margaret Browning,
at Margaret.Browning@va.gov.

8. VIReC Database and Methods Cyber Seminars

Upcoming Cyber Seminars

Assessing VA Health Care Use: Outpatient

October 3, 1pm Eastern
Denise M. Hynes, RN, MPH, PhD

Denise Hynes is Director of the VA Information Resource Center (VIReC) and a Research Career
Scientist at the Center for Management of Complex Chronic Care (CMC3) at the Edward Hines, Jr. VA
Hospital.

Recently Archived Presentations
Assessing VA Health Care Use: Inpatient

Researchers may visit VIReC’s website to register for a seminar or to access archived presentations
at http://www.virec.research.va.gov/EducationResources/Seminars/Cyberseminars.htm.

E-mail questions to VIReC’s Cyber Seminar Coordinator, Margaret Browning,
at Margaret.Browning@va.gov.
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CONFERENCES & CALLS FOR ABSTRACTS

9. HSR&D/ QUERI 2012 National Conference — Abstracts Due Oct 3

A combined national conference for the Health Services Research and Development (HSR&D) Service and the
Quality Enhancement Research Initiative (QUERI) program is planned for February 2012, in the metro DC or
Baltimore area. The conference theme is, Transforming Veteran Healthcare through Partner-Oriented
Research.

Researchers are invited to submit abstracts for poster sessions, presentations, or workshops. Abstracts are due
October 3, 2011.

For updated conference information and detailed information on submitting abstracts, visit HSR&D’s website
at http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/meetings/2012/default.cfm.

HSRDATA-L LISTSERV

10. Recent HSRData-L Listserv Topics
The HSRData-L Listserv is a forum for VA researchers and data users to exchange information, ideas,
questions, and answers about VA data and informatics. For those who may have missed last month’s listserv
discussion, subject lines include:

e ACCESSING FY 2006 DSS LAR NDE

e Problem with FY06 DSS pharmacy pull

e VA priority and socioeconomic status information

To view these and other archived discussions, visit the HSRData-L Listserv Intranet site.

11. Join the Listserv
VIReC maintains the HSRData-L Listserv, which is available to researchers and data users with a “va.gov” e-
mail address. To subscribe to the listserv, visit VIReC’s Intranet site.

VIREC TIP OF THE MONTH

12. What is the Office of Informatics and Analytics?

The Veterans Health Administration (VHA) Office of Informatics and Analytics (OIA) was created at the end
of 2010 as part of the VHA reorganization. OIA’s enterprise data systems, decision support, Web
communications, and various other advanced analytic and measurement solutions provide program support
integral to VHA programs.

OIA reports to the newly created Deputy Under Secretary for Health for Policy and Services. Familiar VHA
programs are now incorporated in one of the three OIA offices: (1) Analytics & Business Intelligence, (2)
Health Informatics, and (3) Health Information Governance. Researchers will find the OIA Intranet site very

informative.

The OIA Intranet site has recently been updated.
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Data Issues Brief: a monthly newsletter published by the VA Information Resource Center (VIReC) for the
purpose of informing and updating VA researchers on current and pending happenings and changes regarding health
data, databases, and medical informatics.

Intended Audience: VA researchers and staff

Subscribe: If this newsletter has been forwarded to you, and you would like to receive it monthly, please send an
e-mail to virec@va.gov. To stop receiving Data Issues Briefs, please send an e-mail to virec@va.gov with
UNSUBSCRIBE-DIB as the subject line.

Suggested Citation: VA Information Resource Center. VIReC Data Issues Brief. U.S. Dept. of Veterans Affairs,
Health Services Research and Development Service, VA Information Resource Center. Available at
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/References/DatalssuesBrief/2011/DIB-1109er.pdf

Intranet Versions: Call the VIReC Help Desk at 708-202—2413.

Contact Information: For comments, suggestions, or newsworthy topics that have not been addressed, call 708—
202-2413 or send a message to virec@va.gov.

Privacy: Before subscribing, please review the VA Privacy Policy on Information Collected from e-mails and
Web-forms.
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