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VIREC UPDATES

1. New VETSNET Corporate Mini Master File Web page

A new page on the VIReC Web site provides details on the Veterans Service Network (VETSNET) Corporate
Mini Master File’s (VETSNET File) description, location, access, documentation and research utility. The
VETSNET Web page is available at
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/DataSourcesName/VETSNET/VETSNET.htm.
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2. HSRData-L Listserv: Recent Topics
The HSRData-L Listserv is a forum for VA researchers and data users to exchange information, ideas, questions,
and answers about VA data and informatics. For those who may have missed last month’s listserv discussion,
some of the topics include:

e Importing a large Excel file into SAS

e Non-VA care and Fee Basis files

HSRData-L is maintained by VIReC and is available to researchers and data users with a “va.gov” e-mail address.
To subscribe to the listserv, visit VIReC’s VA Intranet Web site at
http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Support/HSRData-L._Listserv.htm.
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DATA AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS

3. National Data Systems Announces a Change in Data Request Procedures for Researchers

Starting October 1, 2010, National Data Systems (NDS) began using a new Data Access Request Tracker
(DART) application for managing NEW research requests for data access coordinated by NDS including Medical
SAS, DSS, CDW, the Vital Status File, and other data sources. Research requests that already have an assigned
NDS Tracking Number should continue to use the VHA Real SSN Access Request e-mailbox until the request is
completed. DART is replacing the NDS e-mail based request/document submission process. The DART
application was developed by VA Informatics and Computing Infrastructure (VINCI) in collaboration with
VIReC, NDS, VHA Privacy Office Health Information Access, and others.

Researchers should continue to visit the NDS VA Intranet Web site at http://vaww4.va.gov/nds/ for information
about the new request process and the link to DART.

Return to Contents
4. Now Available in the Corporate Data Warehouse: DSS National Data Extracts
Decision Support System (DSS) National Data Extracts (NDEs) for fiscal year (FY) 2005 through 3rd Quarter
FY2010 are now available from the Corporate Data Warehouse (CDW). While the Decision Support Office
creates separate files for each year and each VISN, CDW staff has compressed these files into a single table for
each of 22 NDEs [Laboratory (LAB), Laboratory Results (LAR), Radiology (RAD), Pharmacy (PHA), etc]. Each
of the 22 tables includes all VISNs and all of the FY2005 through 3rd Quarter FY2010 data. Check the CDW
Web pages on the VA Intranet for more details on the DSS data available from the CDW
(http://vhacdwa09.vha.med.va.gov:8080/). The VIReC Research User Guide: VHA DSS Clinical National Data
Extracts provides variable-level documentation of four DSS NDEs: LAB, LAR, RAD and PHA. This guide also
describes file naming conventions, data sources, and other information to assist researchers in utilizing the data.

Research studies need approval through National Data Systems (NDS) for access to data stored on the CDW. For
more information about the CDW and data access, check VIReC’s CDW guide

at http://www.virec.research.va.gov/DataSourcesName/CDW/CDW .htm and NDS instructions for obtaining data
from the CDW at http://vaww4.va.gov/NDS/DataAccess/Researchers/RESCDW .asp.

SAS Datasets of DSS NDEs for FY2004 through 2010 remain available from the Austin Information Technology

Center.
Return to Contents
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EDUCATION

5. VIReC Clinical Informatics Cyberseminar Series

Developing a Diabetes Registry and Point-of-Care Tools at the Portland VA
October 19th, 12pm eastern

Judy McConnachie, MPH

Ms. McConnachie is Clinical Coordinator for the Portland Center for the Evaluation of Clinical Services.

Evaluation Metrics of Medical Record Technology
November 10th, 12pm eastern
Blake Lesselroth, MD, MBI

Dr. Lesselroth is Assistant Professor of Medicine and Medical Informatics at Oregon Health Sciences University
and Director of the Portland Patient Safety Center of Inquiry at the Portland Oregon VA Medical Center.

Researchers may visit the VIReC Web site to register for a seminar or to access an archived presentation
at http://www.virec.research.va.gov/EducationResources/Seminars/Cyberseminars.htm. E-mail questions to
VIReC’s Clinical Informatics Cyberseminar Coordinator, Joanne Stevens, at Joanne.Stevens@va.gov.
Return to Contents
6. VIReC Database and Methods Cyberseminar Series
Data Access Request Tracking System (DART)
October 18th, 1pm eastern
Linda Kok, MA

Ms. Kok is Technical and Data Security and Privacy Liaison for the VA Information Resource Center (VIReC) at
the Edward Hines, Jr. VA Hospital.

Measuring Veterans Health Services Use in Medicare (Part 1)
November 1st, 1pm eastern
Denise Hynes, PhD, RN

Dr. Hynes is Director of the VA Information Resource Center (VIReC) and a Research Career Scientist at the
Center for Management of Complex Chronic Care (CMC3) at the Edward Hines, Jr. VA Hospital.

Researchers may visit the VIReC Web site to register for a seminar or to access an archived presentation
at http://www.virec.research.va.gov/EducationResources/Seminars/Cyberseminars.htm. E-mail questions to
VIReC’s Database and Methods Cyberseminar Coordinator, Melissa Brown, at Melissa.Brown3@va.gov.
Return to Contents
7. Recently Archived VIReC Cyberseminar Series Presentations
Measuring Outpatient Pharmacy Use in the VA using VA Pharmacy Data
October 4th, 1pm eastern
Todd A. Lee, PharmD, PhD

Dr. Lee is a Research Career Scientist in the Center for Management of Complex Chronic Care (CMC3) at the
Edward Hines, Jr. VA Hospital. He is also an Associate Professor in the Center for Pharmacoeconomic Research
and Department of Pharmacy Practice in the College of Pharmacy at the University of Illinois at Chicago.

Researchers may visit the VIReC Web site to register for a seminar or to access an archived presentation
at http://www.virec.research.va.gov/EducationResources/Seminars/Cyberseminars.htm. E-mail questions to
VIReC’s Database and Methods Cyberseminar Coordinator, Melissa Brown, at Melissa.Brown3@va.gov.
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NON-VA WEBINARS

8. Free AcademyHealth Webinar Series on Open Data Activities and Opportunities for the Research
Community
The Role of HSR in Stimulating and Supporting Open Data Initiatives & Innovations is a two part free webinar
series. Part I was presented September 20, 2010. Part II will be presented Monday, October 18, 2010, from 1:00-
2:30 p.m. (eastern), but space is limited. This webinar series presents information on the latest Open Government
and Open Data activities initiated by the Obama administration and the emerging data, applications, and
opportunities for health services research. For those unable to attend this series, the webinars will be archived and
available in the future. See
http://www.academyhealth.org/Training/ResourceDetail.cfm?itemnumber=5480&navItemNumber=2570.
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9. Now Available: AHRQ Webinar on Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project Databases, Tools, and
Resources
The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) Webinar presented by Lauren Wier, MPH, on May 18,
2010, is now available in text and PowerPoint formats. The Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project (HCUP):
Overview of HCUP Databases, Tools, and Resources presentation is the first in a series of events highlighting
several AHRQ tools created to help identify and support areas for health care quality improvement. The
presentation includes an overview of HCUP's database, information on how to obtain HCUP data, and an example
of how HCUP data has been used in numerous applied settings. To access this presentation visit
http://www.ahrq.gov/qual/kt/webinars/hcupweb.htm.
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UPCOMING CONFERENCES & SEMINARS

10. NAHDO Annual Conference October 13-14
The National Association of Health Data Organizations (NAHDO) will hold its 25th Annual Conference, Health
Care Data: The Silver Bullet for Reforming the Health Care System, in Salt Lake City, Utah, October 13-14, 2010.
NAHDO is a national, not-for-profit membership organization dedicated to improving health care through the
collection, analysis, dissemination, public availability, and use of health data. For more information, researchers
should go to NAHDO’s Web site at http://www.nahdo.org/AnnualConference/tabid/170/Default.aspx.
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11. AMIA 2010 Annual Symposium November 13-17
The American Medical Informatics Association (AMIA) will hold its Annual Symposium this year in Washington
D.C. from November 13-17, 2010. The theme of this year’s symposium is “Biomedical and Health Informatics,
Key to Quality Care and Scientific Progress”. For information or to register for this symposium, researchers
should access the AMIA Web site at http://www.amia.org/.
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CALL FOR ABSTRACTS

12. AcademyHealth Annual Research Meeting 2011: Call for Abstracts Nov 2nd - Jan 13th
The 2011 Annual Research Meeting (ARM) will be held June 12-14 at the Washington State Convention Center
in Seattle, WA. The call for abstracts will be open from November 2, 2010, through January 13, 2011. Details
regarding themes and submission instructions for the 2011 meeting can be found on the AcademyHealth Web site
at http://www.academyhealth.org/Events/content.cfm?ItemNumber=842 &navItemNumber=1996.

Return to Contents
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VIREC TIP OF THE MONTH

13. What is CUPS POC and Why is it Relevant to VA Research?
The Customer User Provisioning System (CUPS) is a system of records that helps Corporate Data Center
Operations (CDCO) document approved access to computers operated and maintained in the VA. CUPS
maintains information on employees of the VA, other government agencies, and authorized contractors who
require access to data in the VA. Each facility has a CUPS Point of Contact (CUPS POC, formerly called the
ACRS POC), who provides assistance in completing VA forms to request access to data stored at the Austin
Information Technology Center (AITC). At many facilities, the CUPS POC is the facility Information Security
Officer (ISO). To identify your CUPS POC, contact the AITC Service Desk at (888) 326-6780 or your local
facility ISO. For more information about the CUPS, please view the Federal Register link
at http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/pdf/E9-19489.pdf. For additional information about accessing data, please
see the National Data Systems VA Intranet Web site at http://vaww.va.gov/NDS.
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VIReC Data Issues Brief: a monthly newsletter published by the VA Information Resource Center (VIReC) for
the purpose of informing and updating VA researchers on current and pending happenings and changes regarding
health data, databases, and medical informatics.

Intended Audience: VA researchers and staff

Subscribe: If this newsletter has been forwarded to you, and you would like to receive it monthly, please send an
e-mail to virec@va.gov. To stop receiving Data Issues Briefs, please send an e-mail to virec@va.gov with
UNSUBSCRIBE-DIB as the subject line.

Internet Citation: US Department of Veterans Affairs Information Resource Center (VIReC). Data Issues Brief
(October 2010). Available at http://www.virec.research.va.gov/References/DatalssuesBrief/2010/DIB-1010er.pdf
Previous Issues: An archive of this newsletter can be found on VIReC's Web site at
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/References/DatalssuesBrief/DIB.htm.

Intranet Versions: Call the VIReC Help Desk at (708) 202—-2413.

Contact Information: For comments, suggestions, or newsworthy topics that have not been addressed, call (708)
202-2413 or send a message to virec(@va.gov.

Privacy: Before subscribing, please review the VA Privacy Policy on Information Collected from e-mails and
Web-forms.
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