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VIReC UPDATES

1. Journal of Rehabilitation Research and Development Single Topic Issue on Data Quality
The VA Information Resource Center (VIReC) is pleased to announce the publication of Quality and Utility of
Secondary Data for VA Research, Volume 47, Number 8, of the Journal of Rehabilitation Research &
Development (JRRD). This single topic issue is the result of an18-month collaboration between VIReC and JRRD
and includes 13 peer-reviewed articles authored by VA investigators. The full text of the articles and two
accompanying editorials are available free of charge on the JRRD Web site at
http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/jour/10/478/contents.html. If you have any questions about this issue please
contact VIReC at (708)202-2413 or via our help desk (virec@va.gov).
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2. New Pharmacy Benefits Management Prescription Counts
New summary information for total pharmacy prescriptions filled annually since FY 1999 are available on the
VIReC Web site. These counts, provided by Pharmacy Benefits Management Services (PBM), show total number
of prescriptions filled each year and 30-day equivalents for prescriptions filled in both inpatient and outpatient
settings. These tabulations can be found at http://www.virec.research.va.gov/DataSourcesName/PBM/PBM . .htm.
Return to Contents
3. New VIReC Web Page: National Prosthetics Patient Database
New information on the VIReC Web site describes the National Prosthetics Patient Database (NPPD) including its
contents, organization and availability. The NPPD, developed and maintained by the Prosthetic and Sensory Aids
Service (PSAS) Strategic Health Care Group in the VHA Logistics and Procurement Office, contains data from
FY'1998 through the present. The database was developed to: (1) establish a central database of prosthetic data
recorded at each VHA facility, (2) standardize nomenclature, (3) monitor purchasing performance of the VA
Prosthetic Service, and (4) provide clinicians with information regarding prosthetic prescription practices. NPPD
data are under the stewardship of the Veterans Health Administration (VHA) Office of Patient Care Services (PCS).
Data are available for use in IRB-approved research studies and are provided as an extract. For more information,
Visit the VIReC Web site at http://www.virec.research.va.gov/DataSourcesName/NPPD/NPPD.htm.
Return to Contents

4. HSRData-L Listserv: Recent Topics
The HSRData-L Listserv is a forum for VA researchers and data users to exchange information, ideas, questions,
and answers about VA data and informatics. For those who may have missed last month’s listserv discussion, some
of the topics include:

e Data on VA-paid home hospice care

e DSS stop code question

e Fee-Basis Medical SAS overlap

HSRData-L is maintained by VIReC and is available to researchers and data users with a “va.gov” e-mail address.
To subscribe to the listserv, visit the VIReC Intranet Web site. (See the VA Intranet version of this Data Issues
Brief for Web site address.)

Return to Contents
DATA & INFORMATION SYSTEMS

5. Fiscal Year 2010 Closeout MedSAS Inpatient & Outpatient Datasets
The Austin Information Technology Center (AITC) announced that the FY2010 Medical SAS Datasets (data set
names beginning with MDPPRD.MDP.SAS.) have been closed out and are ready for use. AITC also published its
schedule for first FY11 NPCD SAS file builds on its web site. (See the VA Intranet version of this Data Issues
Brief for Web site address.)
Return to Contents
6. New DSS National Data Extract Technical Guide September 2010
The new DSS National Data Extract (NDE) Technical Guide September 2010 and DSS NDE Layout
Specifications are now available on the DSS Intranet Web site. Accompanying the technical guide is DSS NDE
Metadata Sept 2010, which provides field descriptions and information about source data for each NDE in
spreadsheet format. In previous guides, this information was provided at the end of each NDE chapter. The
technical guide and metadata documents give an overview of DSS data and structures, and provides in-depth
information about each NDE including FY2011 changes. Researchers may find the guide and metadata documents
a valuable resource along with the VIReC and HERC DSS NDE guides:
e DSS NDE Technical Guide September 2010 and DSS NDE Metadata documents
(See the VA Intranet version of this Data Issues Brief for Web site address.)
¢ VIReC Research User Guide: VHA Decision Support System Clinical National Data Extracts. 2nd ed.
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/References/RUG/RUG.htm
e Research Guide to Decision Support System National Cost Extracts
http://www.herc.research.va.gov/publications/guidebooks.asp
Return to Contents
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EDUCATION

7. VIReC Clinical Informatics Cyberseminar Seminars
Multi-Modal Evaluation of Medication Reconciliation Technology
November 10", 12pm ET

Blake Lesselroth, MD, MBI

Dr. Lesselroth is Assistant Professor of Medicine and Medical Informatics at Oregon Health Sciences University
and Director of the Portland Patient Safety Center of Inquiry at the Portland Oregon VA Medical Center.

Researchers may visit the VIReC Web site to register for a seminar or to access an archived presentation at
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/EducationResources/Seminars/Cyberseminars.htm. E-mail questions to VIReC’s
Clinical Informatics Cyberseminar Coordinator, Joanne Stevens, at Joanne.Stevens@va.gov.

Return to Contents
8. VIReC Database and Methods Cyberseminar Seminars
Measuring Veterans Health Services Use in Medicare (Part 2)
December 6", 1pm ET
Denise Hynes, PhD, RN

Dr. Hynes is Director of the VA Information Resource Center (VIReC) and a Research Career Scientist at the
Center for Management of Complex Chronic Care (CMC3) at the Edward Hines, Jr. VA Hospital.

Researchers may visit the VIReC Web site to register for a seminar or to access an archived presentation at
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/EducationResources/Seminars/Cyberseminars.htm.
E-mail questions to VIReC’s Database and Methods Cyberseminar Coordinator, Melissa Brown, at
Melissa.Brown3@va.gov.

Return to Contents
NON-VA WEBINARS & OTHER RESOURCES

9. Free AcademyHealth Webinar Series: The Affordable Care Act (Part I1): Section 4302 and Implications for
Data Collection
This webinar scheduled for Thursday, November 18, 2010, 1:00-2:30 pm (ET) will provide a discussion on Section
4302 of the Affordable Care Act, its implications for disparities research, and specific language that impacts
racial/ethnic data collection. To learn more about this webinar and to register, researchers should visit the
AcademyHealth Web site at http://www.academyhealth.org/Training/ResourceDetail.cfm?ItemNumber=5632 .
Return to Contents
10. Health Services Research: Special Issue on HSR Data Needs
A special issue entitled “Health Services Research in 2020: Assessing the Field’s Data Infrastructure Needs” was
published October 2010 in Health Services Research (Vol. 45, Issue 5pt2). The papers in this issue were among
those presented at two summits convened by AcademyHealth on the future of health services research. Topics that
may be of interest to researchers relate to health data and privacy, data governance and stewardship, health services
research and data linkages, and data and measurement issues in the analysis of health disparities. For more
information on this issue visit http://www.hsr.org/hsr/issue.jsp?vid=45&iid=5.2.
Return to Contents
UPCOMING CONFERENCES & SEMINARS

11. AMIA 2010 Annual Symposium
The American Medical Informatics Association (AMIA) will hold its Annual Symposium this year in Washington
D.C. from November 13-17, 2010. The theme of this year’s symposium is “Biomedical and Health Informatics,
Key to Quality Care and Scientific Progress.” For information about this symposium and to register, researchers
should access the AMIA Web site at http://www.amia.org/.

Return to Contents
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12. NIH and AHRQ Conference: Methodological Challenges in Comparative Effectiveness Research
The NIH and AHRQ are co-sponsoring a conference on “Methodological Challenges in Comparative Effectiveness
Research” which will be held December 2™ & 3™ in Bethesda, Maryland. The goal of this meeting includes
exploring current methodologic, data analytic, infrastructure and database research challenges to assist in building
future methodological tools that will increase the validity and reliability of research and support decision making
in its entirety. For more information about this conference and to register, researchers should visit the conference
website at http://conferences.thehillgroup.com/CERDecemberConference/about.html.

Return to Contents
CALL FOR ABSTRACTS

13. AcademyHealth 2011 Annual Research Meeting: Call for Abstracts
The 2011 Annual Research Meeting (ARM) will be held June 12-14 at the Washington State Convention Center in
Seattle, WA. A call for abstracts will be open from November 2, 2010, through January 13, 2011. Details
regarding themes and submission instructions for the 2011 meeting can be found on the Academy Health Web site
at http://www.academyhealth.org/Events/content.cfm?ItemNumber=842&navitemNumber=1996.

Return to Contents
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14. Tips for Completing a Request for Corporate Data Warehouse Data
VIReC has received many Help Desk inquiries about the various steps involved in requesting data from the
Corporate Data Warehouse (CDW). Here are some important points:

1. Researchers do not access CDW directly. Rather, they are given access to database tables prepared by
CDW staff. The data can be used on the CDW platform, in the VINCI environment (Veterans Informatics
& Computing Infrastructure) or downloaded to a VA network server as determined by the researcher’s
Data Use Agreement with National Data Systems (NDS). CDW does not create SAS files. Data can be
downloaded in text or SQL format; SQL format can be easily converted to SAS format.

2. The CDW request process is the same whether requesting real- or scrambled-SSN-identified data from
CDW (except for the line on the 9957 form where real or scrambled is indicated). All steps enumerated on
the National Data Systems (NDS) VA Intranet Web site must be completed for all requests of CDW data.
(See the VA Intranet version of this Data Issues Brief for Web site address.)

3. Which members of the study team need to submit a data request depends on where the data will be used. If
the data tables are downloaded, only the study’s PI and the research staff person conducting the data
transfer need to complete the request process. If the data is to be used on the CDW platform or in the
VINCI environment, every member of the research team planning to access the platform must submit a
request.

4. Form 9957 is used by NDS for requesting CDW data even though there is no functional task code for
CDW data. NDS provides special instructions on their Web site for completing the 9957 form for
requesting these data (see link under Required Documentation, VA Form 9957).

5. NOTE: CDW data requests are coordinated by NDS using the new Data Access Request Tracker (DART)
SharePoint application. See the October issue of the VIReC Data Issues Brief for a description of this new
system.

Return to Contents
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Data Issues Brief: a monthly newsletter published by the VA Information Resource Center (VIReC) for the
purpose of informing and updating VA researchers on current and pending happenings and changes regarding
health data, databases, and medical informatics.

Intended Audience: VA researchers and staff

Subscribe: If this newsletter has been forwarded to you, and you would like to receive it monthly, please send an
e-mail to virec(@va.gov. To stop receiving Data Issues Briefs, please send an e-mail to virec(@va.gov with
UNSUBSCRIBE-DIB as the subject line.

Internet Citation: US Department of Veterans Affairs Information Resource Center (VIReC). Data Issues Brief
(January/February 2010). Available at -http://www.virec.research.va.gov/References/DatalssuesBrief/2010/DIB-
1011er.pdf

Previous Issues: An archive of this newsletter can be found on VIReC's Web site at
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/References/DatalssuesBrief/DIB.htm.

Intranet Versions: Call the VIReC Help Desk at 708-202-2413.

Contact Information: For comments, suggestions, or newsworthy topics that have not been addressed, call 708—
202-2413 or send a message to virec(@va.gov.

Privacy: Before subscribing, please review the VA Privacy Policy on Information Collected from e-mails and
Web-forms.
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