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VIREC UPDATES

1. VIReC Tip of the Month
New to VA research? VIReC’s Toolkit for New Users of VA Data serves as a general introduction to VA data
and focuses on the information most frequently used in VA research. The Toolkit is comprised of Web pages,
tutorials, and links to various types of documentation on VA data and databases. It emphasizes using and
accessing basic inpatient and outpatient data from VHA facilities that are stored at the Austin Information
Technology Center (AITC) and available as SAS datasets, as well as provides an overview on searching for data
in the VHA. The Toolkit for New Users of VA Data is available on the VIReC Web site
at http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Support/Training-NewUsersToolkit/Toolkit.htm.
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2. HSRData-L Listserv: June 2010 Topics
The HSRData-L Listserv is a forum for researchers and data users to exchange information, ideas, questions, and
answers about VA data and informatics issues. Topics that may be of interest to researchers and data users from
the June 2010 listserv discussion include:

e OEF/ OIF/ Other Point of Injury

e Vet Names in Decision Support System (DSS) Data

e Searching for Event Time Frames in the Fee Basis Files

HSRData-L is maintained by VIReC, and is available to researchers and data users with a “va.gov” e-mail
address. To subscribe to the listserv, visit the VA Intranet VIReC Web site
at http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Support/HSRData-L_Listserv.htm.
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3. Access to DoD Health Data in CPRS
The Bidirectional Health Information Exchange (BHIE) has been reactivated, allowing access to Department of
Defense (DOD) health data via the Computerized Patient Record System (CPRS). Patient reports currently
available include Problem Lists, Allergies, Consults, Discharge Summaries, Laboratory, Outpatient Encounters,
Outpatient Pharmacy, Radiology, and more. Though issues causing potentially incorrect or incomplete DoD
patient information to appear in RDV or VistAWeb functions have been resolved, data users may still
intermittently encounter incomplete patient data displays. VA staff who notice incomplete data should contact
local IT staff who will report problems to national OI&T developers actively monitoring BHIE. VA staff with
access approval may submit electronic queries for DoD data on a patient-by-patient basis through Remote Data
Views (RDV), VistAWeb, and the Compensation and Pension Record Interchange (CAPRI) application.
Researchers seeking permission to use RDV, VistAWeb, or CAPRI to access data for patients outside their own
site should request special user access from the VHA Intranet Health Information Access program.
(See http://vaww4.va.gov/HIA/UserGroups.htm.) VA Staff may submit questions to Jeanie Scott, Director of
Health Data Informatics-Patient Safety (Jeanie.Scott@va.gov) or to the VIReC Help Desk (virec@va.gov).
Return to Contents
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4. SAS Label Changes from 'Primary’ to 'Principal' for SAS Variables DXLSF and DXLSB
On June 11, 2010, the National Data Systems (NDS) announced SAS label changes for Medical SAS Dataset
variables DXLSF and DXLSB. Previously, labels for these variables began with *Primary Diagnosis’. They now
refer to ‘Principal Diagnosis’. The new labels do not change the meaning of the variable fields. DXLSF and
DXLSB (bed section) are still the main reason for the medical encounter or admission. Health Information
Management Systems (HIMS) and National Data Systems (NDS) determined that the new labels better fit the
variable definitions. These variable labels were also changed in the existing SE final and IE final files for 2008
and 2009. Further information is available on the VA Intranet National Patient Care Database Web site
at http://vaww.aac.va.gov/npcd/AuditTrailView.php.
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5. Patient Treatment File Treating Specialty Code Changes

In May 2010, National Data Systems (NDS) began implementing four new treating specialty codes for inpatient
Medical SAS Datasets variable fields BEDSCN_TXT and BEDSECN, while simultaneously inactivating five of
these codes (tables 1 and 2). The final conversion date for these changes is unknown. Data users may still
encounter inactivated codes after June 1, 2010. For more information, see the VA Intranet National Patient Care
Database Audit Trail of Changes and enter the Task Key word: Treating Specialty Code
(http://vaww.aac.va.gov/npcd/). Researchers may submit questions to the VIReC Help Desk at virec@va.gov.

Table 1. New Treating Specialty Codes

Alpha Numeric Value Value Description
1K 109 Psych Resid Rehab Prog
1L 110 PTSD Resid Rehab Prog
1M 111 Substance Abuse Resid Prog
IN 112 Polytrauma Rehab Unit
Table 2. Inactivated Codes
Value Description
25 Psych Residential Rehab Trmt Prog
26 PTSD Residential Rehab Prog
27 Substance Abuse Res Trmt Prog
36 Blind Rehab Observation
62 Peripheral Vascular
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6. SAS Procedure Named ‘REALSSN’ Changes to ‘GETSSN’
National Data Systems (NDS) recently posted a data alert announcing that the SAS procedure ‘REALSSN’ has
been replaced with the ‘GETSSN’ procedure. User requirements and capabilities of the ‘GETSSN’ procedure
include:
Local Level: Users currently including the REALSSN SAS procedure in their JCL executing SAS
are required to replace REALSSN with the procedure GETSSN.

VISN Level: AITC and VHA National Data Systems added the capability to obtain real SSNs
within a specific VISN in the GETSSN procedure.

National Level: Eventually, the GETSSN procedure will be required to replace direct access to
real SSNs from the MDPPRD.PRO namespace. An additional notification will be
distributed when the national level access has been changed.

The User’s Guide for Obtaining Real SSN Data Using ‘GETSSN’ provides JCL/SAS coding examples for
GETSSN and specific coding details. The guide is available on the VA Intranet National Patient Care Database
Web site at http://vaww.aac.va.gov/npcd/docfilessf GETSSN_User_Instructions.doc. Users may also contact the
Austin Service Desk for technical support at asd@va.gov.
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EDUCATION

7. VIReC Clinical Informatics Cyberseminar Series

Physician Perceptions of Using Two EMRs: CPRS and GE Centricity
Lisa A. Grabenbauer, MS, MBA

August 17 — 12:00 pm (ET)

Lisa Grabenbauer, MS, MBA, is Health Informatics Project Manager at University of Nebraska Medical Center,
where she recently conducted a qualitative study comparing doctors’ perceptions of the VA electronic health
record (EHR) and the Nebraska Medical Center EHR.

VIReC Clinical Informatics Cyberseminars take place on the third Tuesday of each month at 12:00 pm (ET) via
LiveMeeting. Researchers may visit the VIReC Web site to access an archived presentation or to register for this
seminar at http://www.virec.research.va.gov/EducationResources/Seminars/Cyberseminars.htm. E-mail questions
to VIReC’s Clinical Informatics Cyberseminar Coordinator, Joanne Stevens, at Joanne.Stevens@va.gov.
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8. VIReC Database and Methods Cyberseminar Series
Research Access to VA Data
Denise M. Hynes, PhD, MPH, RN
Linda Kok, MA
Monday, August 2 — 1:00 pm (ET)

Dr. Hynes is Director of the VA Information Resource Center (VIReC) and a Research Career Scientist at the
Center for Management of Complex Chronic Care (CMC3), based at the Edward Hines, Jr. VA Hospital. Linda
Kok is Technical and Data Security and Privacy Liaison for VIReC.

VIReC Database and Methods Cyberseminars take place on the first Monday of each month at 1:00 pm (ET) via
LiveMeeting. Researchers may visit the VIReC Web site to register for this seminar or to access an archived
presentation at http://www.virec.research.va.gov/EducationResources/Seminars/Cyberseminars.htm.
E-mail questions to VIReC’s Database and Methods Cyberseminar Coordinator, Melissa Brown,
at Melissa.Brown3@va.gov.
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9. Veterans Health Administration Corporate Databases Monograph, 2010
The VHA's Office of Health Information, National Data Systems has published the 2010 version of the Veterans
Health Administration Corporate Databases Monograph. The monograph provides researchers with a catalog of
national databases and the business functions these databases support. It gives an overview of each database, lists
a few salient features, and provides a table containing significant attributes about the database. Researchers may
access the monograph at http://vaww4.va.gov/nds/CorporateDatabasesMonograph.asp.
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10. VA Health Services Research & Development Service 2011 National Meeting

The VA Health Services Research & Development Service (HSR&D) is planning the 28th HSR&D National
Meeting to be held February 16-18, 2011, pending final approval. The VA Puget Sound HSR&D Center of
Excellence will host the meeting in either Washington, DC, or Baltimore, MD. The theme of the meeting will be
"Teaming Up for High Value Care.”

HSR&D is inviting researchers to submit abstracts for oral presentations, poster sessions, and workshops to be
presented at the 2011 meeting. Abstracts are due October 1, 2010. For more information, visit the HSR&D Web
site at http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/meetings/2011/.
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11. American Medical Informatics Association 2010 Annual Symposium
The American Medical Informatics Association (AMIA) will hold its 2010 Annual Symposium November 13 —
17 in Washington, DC. The AMIA Symposium is an educational forum in clinical informatics, clinical research
informatics, public health informatics, and translational bioinformatics programs. The theme of this year’s
conference is, “Key to Quality Care and Scientific Progress.” Conference registration begins on July 13, 2010.
Further information is available on the AMIA Web site at http://symposium2010.amia.org/.
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VIReC Data Issues Brief: a monthly newsletter published by the VA Information Resource Center (VIReC)
for the purpose of informing and updating VA researchers on current and pending happenings and changes
regarding health data, databases, and medical informatics.

Intended Audience: VA researchers and staff

Subscribe: If this newsletter has been forwarded to you, and you would like to receive it monthly, please send
an e-mail to virec@va.gov. To stop receiving Data Issues Briefs, please send an e-mail to virec@va.gov with
UNSUBSCRIBE-DIB as the subject line.

Internet Citation: US Department of Veterans Affairs Information Resource Center (VIReC). Data Issues
Brief (April 2010). Available at http://www.virec.research.va.gov/References/DatalssuesBrief/2010/D1B-
1007er.pdf.

Previous Issues: An archive of this newsletter can be found on VIReC's Web site

at http://www.virec.research.va.gov/References/DatalssuesBrief/DIB.htm.

Intranet Versions: Call the VIReC Help Desk at (708) 202-2413.

Contact Information: For comments, suggestions, or newsworthy topics that have not been addressed, call
(708) 202-2413 or send a message to virec@va.gov.

Privacy: Before subscribing, please review the VA Privacy Policy on Information Collected from e-mails and
Web-forms.
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