
 
VA INFORMATION RESOURCE CENTER 

 Data Issues Brief     January/ February 2010 
Forget where you saw something? Visit the Archive to search among past Data Issues Briefs.  

Don’t know what an acronym means? Look it up here. 
 

CONTENTS OF THIS ISSUE 
VIREC UPDATES 

1. VIReC Study on Health Information Technology in QUERI Projects 

VA DATA AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS 

2. Availability of Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Data through VIReC for VA Researchers 
3. One-VA Technical Reference Manager Web site 

EDUCATION 

4. VIReC Clinical Informatics Cyber Seminar Series 
5. VIReC Database and Methods Cyber Seminar Series 

PUBLICATIONS 

6. Journal of General Internal Medicine Special Supplement on QUERI Lessons Learned 
 
VIREC UPDATES 
 
1. VIReC Study on Health Information Technology in QUERI Projects 
The Journal of General Internal Medicine recently published the VIReC article: “Use of Health Information 
Technology to Advance Evidence-Based Care: Lessons from the VA QUERI Program” (Hynes D, Weddle T, 
Smith N, Whittier E, Atkins D, Francis J) in a 2010 January supplement [25(Supplement 1):44-9]. This article 
presents results from VIReC’s study on the role of health information technology (HIT) in VA Quality 
Enhancement Research Initiative (QUERI) implementation research, including HIT use and development, the 
contributions implementation research has made to HIT development, and HIT-related barriers and facilitators to 
implementation research. Researchers may access this article 
at http://www.springerlink.com/openurl.asp?genre=article&id=doi:10.1007/s11606-009-1144-0. 
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2. Availability of Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Data through VIReC for VA Researchers 
VIReC is now accepting VA researchers’ requests for Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) data for 
VA IRB approved research projects. Information on the data request process and forms, data availability, and 
answers to frequently asked questions are available in the VA/CMS Data for Research section of the VIReC Web 
site at http://www.virec.research.va.gov/DataSourcesName/VA-CMS/VACMSoverview.htm. VA Researchers 
may contact the VIReC VA/CMS Data for Research Helpdesk at virec.vacmsdata@va.gov or 708–202–2413 with 
any questions.  
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3. One-VA Technical Reference Manager Web site 
VA researchers involved in the development and implementation of health information technology may be 
interested in the Veterans Affairs Technical Reference Model (One-VA TRM) Web site hosted by the VA Office 
of Information and Technology (OI&T) to provide information on OI&T’s standards for maintaining the technical 
environment of the VA. This site describes technical criteria for developing, operating, and maintaining enterprise 
applications. It includes directions for submitting new technologies to be evaluated for inclusion in future releases 
of the One-VA TRM. The One-VA TRM Web site is accessible on the VA Intranet (see VA Intranet version of 
this Data Issues Brief for Web site address).  

EDUCATION 
Return to Contents 

 
4. VIReC Clinical Informatics Cyber Seminar Series 
Upcoming Seminar 

Data Simplification and Data Visualization for Cognitive Support in Clinical Care 
Andrew D. Boyd, MD 
Tuesday, February 16 – 12:00 pm (ET) 

 
Andrew D. Boyd, MD will present “Data Simplification and Data Visualization for Cognitive Support in Clinical 
Care” on Tuesday, February 16, 2010 at 12 pm ET. Dr. Boyd is Research Assistant Professor in the Department 
of Biomedical and Health Information Sciences in the College of Applied Health Sciences at the University of 
Illinois at Chicago. 
 
Recent Seminar 

Telehealth Technologies in the Care of Patients with Diabetes 
Paul R Conlin, MD 
Tuesday, January 19 – 12:00 pm (ET) 

 
Paul R Conlin presented Telehealth Technologies in the Care of Patients with Diabetes on Tuesday, January 19, 
2010. Dr. Conlin is Chief of Medicine for the VA Boston Healthcare System, specializing in endocrinology. He is 
also Associate Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School. 
 
VIReC Clinical Informatics Cyber Seminars take place on the third Tuesday of each month at 12 pm (ET) via 
LiveMeeting. These seminars are also available as on-demand, archived presentations. Visit the VIReC Web site 
to access an archived presentation 
at http://www.virec.research.va.gov/EducationResources/Seminars/Cyberseminars.htm. 
E-mail questions to VIReC’s Clinical Informatics Cyber Seminar Coordinator, Joanne Stevens 
at Joanne.Stevens@va.gov.  
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5. VIReC Database and Methods Cyber Seminar Series 
Upcoming Seminar 

Using the Corporate Data Warehouse to Assess Vitals 
Ruth Perrin, MA 
March 1 – 1:00 pm (ET) 

 
Ruth Perrin MA, Health Information Specialist at VIReC, will present Using the Corporate Data Warehouse to 
Assess Vitals on Monday, March 1, 2010. 
  
Recent Seminars 

Assessing Race and Ethnicity 
Kevin T Stroupe, PhD 
February 1 – 1:00 pm (ET) 

 
Kevin T Stroupe, PhD, Senior Scientific Advisor for VIReC, presented Assessing Race and Ethnicity on Monday, 
February 1, 2010. 
 
VA/CMS Data for Research Request Process 
Kristin de Groot, MPH, & Melissa M. Brown, MPH 
February 8 – 1:00 pm (ET) 
 

Kristin de Groot, MPH, Senior Data Analyst for VIReC and Melissa M. Brown, VIReC’s VA/CMS Project 
Coordinator and Databases and Methods Cyber Seminar Coordinator, presented a special seminar on Monday, 
February 8, 2010:  VA/CMS Data for Research Request Process. 
 
VIReC Database and Methods Cyber Seminars take place on the first Monday of each month at 1:00 pm (ET) via 
LiveMeeting. VIReC cyber seminars are also available as on-demand, archived presentations. Visit the VIReC 
Web site to register for this seminar or to access an archived presentation 
at http://www.virec.research.va.gov/EducationResources/Seminars/Cyberseminars.htm. 
E-mail questions to VIReC’s Database and Methods Cyber Seminar Coordinator, Melissa Brown 
at Melissa.Brown3@va.gov.  

Return to Contents 
 

PUBLICATIONS 
 
6. Journal of General Internal Medicine Special Supplement on QUERI Lessons Learned  
The Journal of General Internal Medicine has published a special supplement to its January 2010 issue:  
“Connecting Research and Patient Care” (Volume 25, Supplement 1). The supplement contains 14 articles 
highlighting research and lessons learned through the VA Quality Enhancement Research Initiative (QUERI), and 
covers topics such as implementation research methods and collaborations with health care managers. It also 
includes the VIReC article: “Use of Health Information Technology to Advance Evidence-Based Care: Lessons 
from the VA QUERI Program” cited above in this Data Issues Brief. Access to this supplement is available on the 
SpringerLink Web site 
at http://www.springerlink.com/content/n4k202543142/?p=0a2ccfb28c2f4daba495dd76b4bfbf5d&pi=0. 
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Data Issues Brief: a monthly newsletter published by the VA Information Resource Center (VIReC) for the 
purpose of informing and updating VA researchers on current and pending happenings and changes regarding 
health data, databases, and medical informatics. 
Intended Audience: VA researchers and staff 
Subscribe: If this newsletter has been forwarded to you, and you would like to receive it monthly, please send an 
e-mail to virec@va.gov. To stop receiving Data Issues Briefs, please send an e-mail to virec@va.gov with 
UNSUBSCRIBE-DIB as the subject line. 
Internet Citation: US Department of Veterans Affairs Information Resource Center (VIReC). Data Issues Brief 
(January/February 2010). Available at 

Previous Issues: An archive of this newsletter can be found on VIReC's Web site 
at 

-http://www.virec.research.va.gov/References/DataIssuesBrief/2010/DIB-
1002er.pdf 

http://www.virec.research.va.gov/References/DataIssuesBrief/DIB.htm. 
Intranet Versions: Call the VIReC Help Desk at 708–202–2413. 
Contact Information: For comments, suggestions, or newsworthy topics that have not been addressed, call 708–
202–2413 or send a message to virec@va.gov. 
Privacy: Before subscribing, please review the VA Privacy Policy on Information Collected from e-mails and 
Web-forms. 
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