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VIReC UPDATES 
 
1. Longitudinal Inpatient & Outpatient Matrix 
VIReC is pleased to announce two new publications containing summary information on the VHA Medical 
SAS® Datasets: 

 

• VIReC Longitudinal Variable Information: VHA Medical SAS® Inpatient Datasets lists fiscal year 
1999 – 2009 variables from the Inpatient Acute Care Main, Bed Section, Procedure, and Surgery 
datasets. 

 

• VIReC Longitudinal Variable Information: VHA Medical SAS® Outpatient Datasets & Inpatient 
Encounter Dataset includes fiscal year 1999 – 2009 variables from the Visit, Event, and Inpatient 
Encounter datasets.  

 
These Microsoft Excel® workbooks are designed to help researchers determine variable availability and 
attribute changes over time. Each workbook provides information on variables within the Medical SAS® 
Inpatient or Outpatient Datasets including extended attributes (label, data type, length, and format), changes to 
these attributes, and new variable additions.  
 
The longitudinal matrixes are available on the VIReC Web site at 
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/DataSourcesName/Medical-SAS-Datasets/SASdocumentation.htm. 

Return to Contents 
2. HSRData-L Listserv: Recent Topics 
The HSRData-L Listserv is a forum for VA researchers and data users to exchange information, ideas, 
questions, and answers about VA data and informatics. For those who may have missed last month’s listserv 
discussion, some of the topics include: 

• Bedsection data 
• CDW turnaround time 
• All zip codes within a VISN 

 
To view these and other archived discussions, visit the Listserv Web site and click on the October and 
November links. (See the VA Intranet version of this Data Issues Brief for Web site address.)   
 
VIReC maintains HSRData-L, which is available to researchers and data users with a “va.gov” e-mail address. 
To subscribe to the listserv, visit the VIReC Intranet Web site.  
(See the VA Intranet version of this Data Issues Brief for Web site address.) 

Return to Contents 
DATA & INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
 
3. SSA Death Master File Update 
VIReC identified an issue with death dates on the Vital Status Master File (VSF) that were sourced from the 
Social Security Administration (SSA) Death Master File. There were noticeably smaller-than-expected 
numbers of dates of death sourced from the SSA Death Master File for the following months: August through 
September 2007, March through April 2008, and July through August 2009. In October 2010, the AITC 
received a full refresh of the SSA Death Master File in the most recent quarterly update of the VSF. The VSF 
created on October 27, 2010, no longer has periods with an unexpectedly low number of death dates sourced 
from the SSA Death Master File.   
 
For more information on the Vital Status File visit VIReC’s Web site at 
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/DataSourcesName/VitalStatus/VitalStatus.htm.  

Return to Contents 
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4. VA Goals and Dashboard Data 
New summary data produced by the VA Inpatient Evaluation Center is available on the Aspire and Linking 
Knowledge and Systems (LinKS) dashboards on the VA’s Hospital Compare Web site. Aspire is a Web-based 
dashboard that displays quality and safety performance goals for all VA hospitals. LinKS is a Web-based 
dashboard showing outcome measures for acute care, ICU, outpatients, and safety. Researchers who need 
facility, VISN or national level performance measure data may find these sites helpful. 
 
For more information about Aspire and LinKS methods, visit the VA Hospital Compare Web site at 
http://www.hospitalcompare.va.gov/aspire/. 

Return to Contents 
 

5. AHRQ’s Registries for Evaluating Patient Outcomes: A User's Guide, 2nd Edition Now Available 
The second edition of Registries for Evaluating Patient Outcomes: A User's Guide has been released by the 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) Effective Health Care program. This handbook serves 
as a reference for establishing, maintaining, and evaluating the success of registries created to collect data 
about patient outcomes and includes a section on linking records for research. Researchers and others 
interested in learning about characteristics of successful clinical case registries for outcomes research may find 
this manual useful.  
 
Visit AHRQ’s Web site to download Registries for Evaluating Patient Outcomes: A User's Guide, 2nd Edition: 
http://www.effectivehealthcare.ahrq.gov/index.cfm/search-for-guides-reviews-and-
reports/?pageaction=displayproduct&productID=531. 
Learn more about the AHRQ Effective Health Care Program at http://www.effectivehealthcare.ahrq.gov. 
An archived Webinar about the Guide is available. See article 10 below. 

Return to Contents 
 

6. Comments Requested on Standardized Method for Data Collection: Common Formats Version 1.1 
The National Quality Forum (NQF) on behalf of the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) is 
requesting comments from researchers and other stakeholders regarding Common Formats Version 1.1. 
Common Formats details the clinical definitions and technical requirements that provide a standardized 
method for data collection, aggregation, and reporting of patient safety event information to federally-listed 
Patient Safety Organizations (PSOs). VA and DoD are among the principle participants in the Federal Patient 
Safety Work Group (FPSWG) that developed Common Formats.  
 
Researchers interested in providing comments on version 1.1 may visit NQF’s Web site at 
http://www.qualityforum.org/projects/commonformats/comments_1-1.aspx.  
Further information about Common Formats is available on the AHRQ Web site at 
http://www.pso.ahrq.gov/formats/ commonfmt.htm. 

Return to Contents 
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7. Fiscal Year 2010 Diagnostic Code Group Data Are Available at AITC  
Fiscal year (FY) 2010 Diagnostic Cost Group (DCG) SAS® files are now available at the Austin Information 
Technology Center (AITC): 

File name:  RMTPRD.MED.DCG.RISK.SMART231.FY10  
SAS member name:  VA10Q1Q4risksmart23 
 

The VHA Support Services Center (VSSC) produces the DCG risk scores. The inputs for DCG risk scores are 
patient age, gender, and 12 months’ diagnoses obtained from VHA’s Medical SAS Datasets (inpatient and 
outpatient, including Non-VA and Fee). Each patient’s demographic and clinical data are then grouped into 
Hierarchical Conditional Categories (HCCs) and weights that were developed from a Medicare population are 
applied, resulting in the patient’s overall clinically weighted risk score.  
 
VHA researchers use DCG scores in their studies to assess management efficiencies, develop capitation 
methods and ratings, examine resource use variation between conditions, identify high-risk patients, measure 
quality of care, predict clinical outcomes and resource consumption, etc.  
 
Further information on DCG risk scores is available in the December 2007 VIReC Data Issues Brief at 
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/References/DataIssuesBrief/2007/DIB-0712er.pdf.  
Researchers interested in more information can send questions to sophie.lo@va.gov at VSSC. 

Return to Contents 
EDUCATION 
 
8. VIReC Clinical Informatics Cyberseminar Seminar Series 
Subject: Telemedicine 
January 18th, 12pm eastern 
Zia Agha, MD, MS 
 
Researchers may visit the VIReC Web site to register for a seminar or to access an archived presentation at 
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/EducationResources/Seminars/Cyberseminars.htm.  
E-mail questions to VIReC’s Clinical Informatics Cyberseminar Coordinator, Joanne Stevens, at 
Joanne.Stevens@va.gov. 

Return to Contents 
9. VIReC Database and Methods Cyberseminar Seminar Series 
Applying Comorbidity Measures Using VA and Medicare Data 
January 3rd, 1pm eastern 
Elizabeth Tarlov, RN, PhD 
 
Dr. Tarlov is Associate Director of the VA Information Resource Center (VIReC) and a Core Investigator at 
the Center for Management of Complex Chronic Care (CMC3) at the Edward Hines, Jr. VA Hospital.  
 
Researchers may visit the VIReC Web site to register for a seminar or to access an archived presentation at 
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/EducationResources/Seminars/Cyberseminars.htm.  
E-mail questions to VIReC’s Database and Methods Cyberseminar Coordinator, Melissa Brown, at 
Melissa.Brown3@va.gov. 

Return to Contents 
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NON-VA WEBINARS  
 
10. AHRQ’s New and Improved: Registries for Evaluating Patient Outcomes and HIT Webcast Now 
Available 
The presentation, New and Improved: Registries for Evaluating Patient Outcomes and HIT, from the AHRQ 
2010 Annual Conference is now available via Webcast. This presentation includes a discussion on areas of 
concentration for future updates to the handbook. 
 
To view or download transcripts from this Webcast or to provide comments regarding the discussion visit 
AHRQ’s Web site at http://www.effectivehealthcare.ahrq.gov/index.cfm/registry-webcast. 
A copy of Registries for Evaluating Patient Outcomes: A User's Guide, 2nd Edition is available at 
http://www.effectivehealthcare.ahrq.gov/index.cfm/search-for-guides-reviews-and-
reports/?pageaction=displayproduct&productID=531. 

Return to Contents 
CALL FOR ABSTRACTS 
 
11. AcademyHealth Annual Research Meeting 2011: Call for Abstracts, Nov 2nd – Jan 13th  
The 2011 Annual Research Meeting (ARM) will be held June 12 – 14 at the Washington State Convention 
Center in Seattle, WA. The call for abstracts will be open from November 2, 2010, through January 13, 2011.  
Details regarding themes and submission instructions for the 2011 meeting can be found on the  
AcademyHealth Web site at 
http://www.academyhealth.org/Events/content.cfm?ItemNumber=842&navItemNumber=1996. 

Return to Contents 
VIREC TIP OF THE MONTH 
 
12. What is VERA?  
The Veterans Equitable Resource Allocation system (VERA) is the management information system that 
supports the VHA's budget process. Developed and maintained by the Allocation Resource Center (ARC), it is 
both a corporate-level decision support database and a system of policies that result in prospective, risk 
adjusted and capitation based resource allocations to the field (VISNs and facilities). Within VERA is the 
Patient Classification (PC) System. Researchers may be interested in how the PC system uses patient care data 
obtained from VHA’s national data repositories to categorize patients into mutually exclusive patient classes 
as part of the resource allocation process. ARC constructs databases from VA national and non-VA databases 
and publishes many data reports to assist VISN and facility leadership in their management and policy 
decisions. Researchers may find these reports and the summary data they contain useful for proposal 
preparation and other purposes.  
Further information on ARC and VERA are available in the following resources: 

• VERA 2011 Patient Classification Handbook 
(See the VA Intranet version of this Data Issues Brief for Web site address.) 
 

• VERA 2003 Basic PRP (Pro-Rated Person) Tutorial  
(See the VA Intranet version of this Data Issues Brief for Web site address.) 

 

• ARC SSN Specific Reports and information on obtaining access to this information  
(See the VA Intranet version of this Data Issues Brief for Web site address.) 

Return to Contents 
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Data Issues Brief: a monthly newsletter published by the VA Information Resource Center (VIReC) for the 
purpose of informing and updating VA researchers on current and pending happenings and changes regarding 
health data, databases, and medical informatics. 
Intended Audience: VA researchers and staff 
Subscribe: If this newsletter has been forwarded to you, and you would like to receive it monthly, please send 
an e-mail to virec@va.gov. To stop receiving Data Issues Briefs, please send an e-mail to virec@va.gov with 
UNSUBSCRIBE-DIB as the subject line. 
Internet Citation: US Department of Veterans Affairs Information Resource Center (VIReC). Data Issues 
Brief (January/February 2010). Available at -
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/References/DataIssuesBrief/2010/DIB-1012er.pdf 
Previous Issues: An archive of this newsletter can be found on VIReC's Web site at 
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/References/DataIssuesBrief/DIB.htm. 
Intranet Versions: Call the VIReC Help Desk at 708–202–2413. 
Contact Information: For comments, suggestions, or newsworthy topics that have not been addressed, call 
708–202–2413 or send a message to virec@va.gov. 
Privacy: Before subscribing, please review the VA Privacy Policy on Information Collected from e-mails and 
Web-forms. 
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