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VIREC UPDATES 
 
1. VIReC’s VA/CMS Data for Research Request Process-new Request Forms Required 
VIReC’s VA/CMS data request process and forms have changed. ORD’s Research Advisory Board (RAB) 
instructed VIReC to modify the process through which VA researchers request access to the data. VIReC policies, 
procedures, and forms governing use of VA/CMS data for research have been modified to ensure privacy and 
security of VA/CMS data. All requests for VA/CMS data for IRB approved research projects must be submitted 
utilizing the revised form. Please visit VIReC’s Web site, 
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/DataSourcesName/VA-CMS/VACMSrequest-process.htm to obtain a copy of 
the revised request form and instructions.  
 
Researchers who have already submitted a request for VA/CMS data utilizing the request form made available on 
January 19, 2010 will be contacted separately with instructions. Researchers currently using VA/CMS data for 
previously approved projects are not affected by these changes, and should continue to submit annual review 
documentation. Please contact VIReC at (708) 202-2413 or virec@va.gov with any questions. 
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2. HSRData-L Listserv: Recent Topics  
The HSRData-L Listserv is a forum for VA researchers and data users to exchange information, ideas, questions, 
and answers about VA data and informatics. For those who may have missed last month’s listserv activity 
discussion, some of the topics include:  

• Host on Demand Will be Terminated on 30 August 2010  
• ICD-9 to CPT procedure code cross-walk file 
• Outpatient Provider Types 
• PTF Non-VA Hospitalization File 

 
HSRData-L is maintained by VIReC and is available to researchers and data users with a “va.gov” e-mail address. 
To subscribe to the listserv, visit the VA Intranet VIReC Web site at 
http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Support/HSRData-L_Listserv.htm.  

Return to Contents 
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3. Patient Centered Medical Home Web site Launched  
Researchers studying the medical home model of health care delivery may be interested in the Patient Centered 
Medical Home (PCMH) Resource Center Web site recently launched by the Agency for Healthcare Research and 
Quality (AHRQ). This site provides evidence-based resources intended to advance research and policy to improve 
U.S. health care through the PCMH model.  
Researchers interested in the Patient Centered Medical Home Resource Center can visit the Web site at 
http://www.pcmh.ahrq.gov/portal/server.pt/community/pcmh__home/1483.  

Return to Contents 
4. New ICD-9 to CPT Procedure Code Crosswalk File Available 
The new CPT-ICD9 Crosswalk file, made available by National Data Systems, identifies a CPT procedure that 
corresponds to an ICD-9-CM procedure. The file is available in two formats: 

• Mainframe SAS dataset file: MDPPRD.MDP.SAS.I9PCODE.CPT.CWALK(0) available on the Austin 
Information Technology Center (AITC) mainframe  

• Delimited file (Delimiter: ~ ) on the National Data Systems Web site at http://vaww4.va.gov/nds/ 
 

Researchers may submit questions to VHA19HDINDSAllStaff@va.gov. A related HSRdata Listserv discussion 
may also be of interest: http://vaww.listserv.med.va.gov/cgi-bin/wa.exe?A1=ind1007&L=hsrdata-l. 
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5. Termination of Host on Demand (HOD)  
The AITC has announced that Host on Demand (HOD), one way of connecting to the Austin mainframe, is 
scheduled for retirement at the end of August. HOD is being replaced by Attachmate Reflection which meets the 
FIPS 140-2 encryption requirement specified by VA Directive 6500. The AITC Help Desk reports that the 
Attachmate Reflection will have the same interface as the HOD, and that the same commands will be used. If you 
haven't had Attachmate Reflection installed as a replacement for HOD contact your local information 
management. If your local information management needs assistance they can contact the CDCO Help Desk at 
(512) 326-6780. For instructions on using Attachmate Reflection to connect to the mainframe and additional 
helpful discussion, visit the VA Intranet HSRData-L Listserv archive at 
http://vaww.listserv.med.va.gov/archives/HSRDATA-L using search term (HOD). 
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6. Decision Support System Announces FY2011 Changes Impacting NDEs: DSS Identifiers  
The Decision Support Office (DSO) has published information about changes in DSS identifiers (also known as 
clinic stop codes). Clinic stop codes are important to researchers using both the DSS National Data Extracts 
(NDEs) and the Medical SAS datasets. Changes include 10 new identifiers, 19 name or definition changes, 3 
inactivations, and 3 changes in restriction type. Documentation of these and other planned changes can be found 
in FY2011 DSS Technical Conversion Guidelines on the DSS VA intranet Web site at 
http://vaww.dss.med.va.gov/programdocs/pd_conversion.asp. 
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7. FY2011 DSS LAR Test Results Update 
The Decision Support Office (DSO) has published information about 13 new tests results to be included in the 
LAR NDE beginning in FY2011. New test results will include platelet count, ferritin, Vancomycin trough, 
hepatitis C genotype, hepatitis C recombinant immunoblot assay (RIBA) and 8 new hepatitis B tests. Other 
updates include renaming of two tests and some LOINC code changes. A complete list of test results included in 
the LAR NDE may be obtained from the VA Intranet DSS Web site at 
http://vaww.dss.med.va.gov/programdocs/pd_clinictop.asp. Documentation of these and other planned changes 
can be found in FY2011 DSS Technical Conversion Guidelines on the DSS VA Intranet Web site at 
http://vaww.dss.med.va.gov/programdocs/pd_conversion.asp. 
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8. VIReC Clinical Informatics Cyberseminar Series  
Physician Perceptions of Using Two EMRs: CPRS and GE Centricity  
Lisa A. Grabenbauer, MS, MBA  
August 17 – 12:00 pm (ET)  
 
Lisa Grabenbauer, MS, MBA, is Health Informatics Project Manager at University of Nebraska Medical Center, 
where she recently conducted a qualitative study comparing doctors’ perceptions of the VA electronic health 
record (EHR) and the Nebraska Medical Center EHR. 
 
VIReC Clinical Informatics Cyberseminars take place on the third Tuesday of each month at 12:00 pm (ET) via 
LiveMeeting. Researchers may visit the VIReC Web site to access an archived presentation or to register for this 
seminar at http://www.virec.research.va.gov/EducationResources/Seminars/Cyberseminars.htm. E-mail questions 
to VIReC’s Clinical Informatics Cyberseminar Coordinator, Joanne Stevens, at Joanne.Stevens@va.gov. 
 
There will be no Clinical Informatics or Database and Methods Cyberseminars for the month of September. 
Details regarding October’s Cyberseminars forthcoming in next month’s issue. 

Return to Contents 
CONFERENCES  
 
9. Enhancing Clinical Phenotyping Workshop September 28  
The Department of Veterans Affairs and the National Institutes of Health, National Center for Research Resources 
are co- sponsoring a workshop entitled “Enhancing Clinical Phenotyping,” September 28, 2010 in Bethesda, MD. 
The meeting will focus on opportunities for enhanced collaboration among Department of Veterans Affairs 
researchers and NIH's Clinical and Translational Awards (CTSA) consortium. Topics will include: 

• Electronic health records 
• Genomic and observational research 
• Central IRBs 
• Comparative effectiveness research 
• Synergies with respect to the training environment these provide 

 
Registration:  
Please follow the link http://www.research.va.gov/CTSA to view the agenda and register for the meeting. 
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VIREC TIP OF THE MONTH  
 
10. What Data Does VIReC Maintain? 
VIReC is responsible for maintaining and disseminating just one type of data: VA/CMS data. VA/CMS data are 
data obtained from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) and now owned by the VHA. 
Currently available VA/CMS data include: Medicare claims and enrollment, Medicare Current Beneficiary 
Survey (MCBS), Medicaid, and Patient Assessment Data. Visit 
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/DataSourcesName/VA-CMS/VACMSoverview.htm for more information about 
VA/CMS data. 
 
VIReC’s core functions are to develop and disseminate knowledge about databases of interest to VA researchers; 
provide service to researchers who require information about data resources specific to their research; and 
represent the interests of researchers regarding VA databases and information systems. For information about 
other sources of VA data, visit the VIReC Web site at http://www.virec.research.va.gov. 

Return to Contents 
 
 
 
VIReC Data Issues Brief: a monthly newsletter published by the VA Information Resource Center (VIReC) for 
the purpose of informing and updating VA researchers on current and pending happenings and changes regarding 
health data, databases, and medical informatics. 
 

Intended Audience: VA researchers and staff 
 

Subscribe: If this newsletter has been forwarded to you, and you would like to receive it monthly, please send an 
e-mail to virec@va.gov.  
 

Unsubscribe: To stop receiving Data Issues Briefs, please send an e-mail to virec@va.gov with 
UNSUBSCRIBE-DIB as the subject line. 
 

Citation: US Department of Veterans Affairs Information Resource Center (VIReC). Data Issues Brief (August 
2010). Available at http://www.virec.research.va.gov/References/DataIssuesBrief/2010/DIB-1008er.pdf. 
 

Previous Issues: An archive of this newsletter can be found on VIReC's Web site at 
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/References/DataIssuesBrief/DIB.htm. 
 

Versions: Call the VIReC Help Desk at (708) 202–2413. 
 

Contact Information: For comments, suggestions, or newsworthy topics that have not been addressed, call (708) 
202–2413 or send a message to virec@va.gov. 
 

Privacy: Before subscribing, please review the VA Privacy Policy on Information Collected from e-mails and 
Web-forms. 
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